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MR. WILSON—WHO WON. 


Me briefly indicated in SEAFARING of last week, 
Re; Pa action by Mr. J. H. Wilson, general secretary of 
por ore and Firemen’s Union, against a ship- 

of crs paper called Fairplay, began in the Court 
Queen’s Bench, London, on Jan. 15, before Mr. 





B, dey ustice Mathew and a special jury, when Mr. 
H U Ll iy, Q.C., and Mr. H. 8. Edwards, instructed by 
tor th, atson Brown, solicitor to the Union, appeared 

gel pat M, pletccit, while Mr. Bigham, Q.C., Mr. Chitty, 
at ‘ Rock, - Douglas, instructed by Messrs. Botterill 
©, solicitors to the Shipowners’ Federation 

bd for Fai " t 

et “a airplay. The trial extended over 
0, L min we and a part of Saturday, and was 


much inte * 
tering men present, rest by the numerous sea 





Mr, Waddy, in opening, said: In this case it will 
probably turn out that the question must necessarily 
be, whether the words as read by any reasonable 
businesslike man do or donot contain an imputation 
against the correct keeping of accounts by a man 
in a fiduciary position. _ I need scarcely say to you 
that a more serious suggestion cannot be made 
against any man than has been made here. There 
is a newspaper published called Fairplay. You 
may gather its nature and purposes from its own 
heading. It is a weekly review of matters con- 
nected with shipping, harbours and docks, 
insurance, and marine engineering. It is a paper 
devoted to the representation of the interests of 
the shipowners. That is the side it takes. I have 
no complaint to make of them that they should 
have criticised Mr. Wilson, or that they called him 
by names of ridicule, trying to hold him up to 
public ridicule. He was a public man, and there- 
fore they were entitled to deal with him as a public 
man. 

THE LIBEL. 


This is the leaderette:—‘‘ The little rift is be- 
ginning to appear in the lute. The members of 
the Tower Hill Branch of the Seamen’s Union have 
been applying to the general secretary of the Union 
for a balance-sheet showing how matters stand 
financially, and what has been done with the 
money subscribed. It would seem that this very 
natural request has not been acceded to, but it has 
been met by a countermand from the Union, 
insisting on the handing over of the books and 
money of the Tower Hill Branch. This view of 
the case was brought into the Thames Police 
Court on Thursday last week, but apparently was 


not pressed. The Tower Hill Branch were to inter-- 


view the Registrar of Trades Unions, with an eye 
to a Government audit.” You will find that these 
statements of fact, many of them, are absolutely 
untrue, but I do not make, for the purpose of the 
action to-day, any complaint about them. Still, it 
is worth while to observe that they were in such a 
hurry with regard to their attack on Mr. Wilson, 
that they begin and go on with statements of fact 
which are altogether inaccurate. First I take all 
these errors, and I tell them on the other side that, 
inasmuch as Mr. Wilson was perfectly pre- 
pared to render his account, and to render 
his account to the Executive, he can allow 
them to pass. But now, what do you think of 
this 7—“It will not be long before a great many 
Branches of the famous Seamen’s Union will 
require a little more information on the present 
state of affairs than they possess, or I am afraid, I 
must add, are likely to get.” Gentlemen, I appeal 
to you as to whether that does not amount to a 
suggestion as to whether there can be no doubt in 
your minds as to what it meant? And if it be 
untrue, it is a suggestion which never ought to 
have been made. ‘They were using the columns of 
their paper for the purpose of endeavouring to 


DAMAGE A MAN 


financially, and his credit as an honest man, 
and through him the Union, which they detest 
and abominate. Now they say, on the other 
hand, in their proper meaning these words 
are true. Gentlemen, what is their proper mean- 
ing? Havel not put their proper meaning upon 
them? You, gentlemen, are judges of that. And 
I say deliberately that no other meaning can be put 
upon them; and I appeal to you to say that 
no other meaning can be put upon them by 
the reader, especially by the reader of Fairplay. 
Mr, Wilson says “I have been conducting the 
Union, which I believe to be legitimate, which is 
open as the day; I have never made more from it 
than I have been entitled todo. Find fault if you 
like! Talk about a‘ snobbish Czsarism’; that is 
legitimate enough, although perhaps rather vulgar. 
But if you say I have been making away with the 
money, and that I will not account, that I repudiate 





with indignation.” Now, as I say once more on 
his behalf, this is no attempt whatever on Mr. 
Wilson’s part to put money into his pocket ; but he 
is determined to face this suggestion, which, left 
unanswered and unfaced, would be a most 
serious matter. I ask my learned friend for 
no serious damage, I do ask for a clear with- 
Grawal of the imputation which has been made, 
and beyond that I ask for absolutely nothing 
But I do seek to go out of this Court able to say that 
either by your frank statement you withdraw this 
suggestion and insinuation, or elseif you will not 
give me that, then I seek to go out of this Court 
with such a verdict from the jury as will show it 
ought to have been withdrawn. 
MR. WILSON WAS THEN SWORN. 

The plaintiff was soon led to the question of the 
dissension at Tower Hill, and the minutes of the 
Executive expelling Hornsby, Pleasance, and 
Daniel Defoe, were read to hjm, with that which 
also barred Callaghan from being the outside 
delegate. 

Immediately the vital question became this: 
Whether or not Hornsby had ever paid his sub- 
scription of 10s. 6d. to become an honorary member. 
This point was cleared up later in the trial. 

A point of the plaintiff's examination in chie’, 
was that till after the persons named had been 
expelled no application had been made 
to him for _ balance-sheets,. but that not- 
withstanding balance-sheets had been printed 
and supplied as soon as could be done, con- 
sidering that the Branches themselves were 
behindhand with their financial returns, owing to 
the great inflax of new members. He had never 
refused accounts to anyone, and the books he had 
had to keep were always open to inspection by any 
member. Plaintiff finally denied ever having mis- 
appropriated a single farthing ot the money of the 
Union, or of having withheld any information of 
the Union affairs. He had heard nothing of any 
desire that his books should be submitted to a 
Government audit. 


MR. WILSON OROSS-EXAMINED. 


Mr. Bigham, Q.C., conducted the cross-examiaa- 
tion personally. 

Mr. Wilson said he had been at sea about 
twelve years in the various capacities of sailor, 
second mate, steward and cook; he first went 
to sea in 1873 and ceased in 1886. The Union he 
founded was governed by an Executive Council. 
Io the first place the promoters of the Union 
acted as an Executive Council. Abbott, who first 
formed the Tower Hill Branch of the Union, was 
seot from Sunderland by the plaintiff to do so. 
The reason Abbott was expelled was that he inter- 
fered with everybody’s business but hisown. H+ 
was continually writing to other Branch secretari -:s 
complaising of their neglect of duty, when at the 
game time he was neglecting his own. He also 
behaved in a very unfeeling and unmanly manner 
to a little boy who had been taken from the South 
Shields Branch office. Apparently the members of 
the South Shields Branch were going to preseat 
this boy with a testimonial, as he was a smart lai, 
and when Abbott found he was smart he thought he 
would take him up to London. It appears that the 
boy asked Abbott if he might attend a Band of 
Hope. 

ABBOTT, 
being a sceptic, said that he would not allow 
the boy to go to any such place, and that he 
was his boss. As the boy objected to this treat- 
ment, Abbott sent him back home with a letter. In 
the letter he sent to the South Shields secretary, 
Abbott said he thought to make a man of the boy 
John Potts, but that he could not extract blood from 
aturnip. He also said the boy ought to seek employ- 
ment on the railroad, where his father had b:en 
killed, and that if he had known as much when the 
testimonial was being raised as he did then, it 
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should not have been got up. In addition to that, 
he said the boy was to have no further employ- 
ment in the Union. The members of the South 
Shields Branch resented this, and demanded that 
the Executive Council should expel Abbott. They 
expeled him out of their Branch. Pleasance was 
made secretary in Abbott’s stead, and Hornsby 
was shortly afterwards elected. In Jan., 1850, 
Mr. Dutton, a solicitor, wrote to Wilson on behalf 
of Hornsby, protesting against his expulsion, but 
Mr. Wilson maintained that he did not interpret 
that letter as a demand for accounts. Pleasance 
also wrote to Mr. Wilson about his own 
expulsion. Later on the meeting of Jan, 28 was 
referred to, and Mr. Wilson while admitting it was 
very boisterous, and very insulting to himself, 
steadily adhered to two points: (1) That he had 
refused to proceed with the meeting while Hornsby 
and other expelled members were present; and (2) 
that while he was present he did not hear any 
appeals made to him by anybody for accounts or 
balance-sheets. The cross-examination showed 
that after Mr. Wilson had left the meeting, and with 
him most of the original audience, another meeting 
of the dissentients was held, and certain resolutions 
were passed. An account of this last gathering 
was alleged to have been sent to SEAFARING for in- 
sertion, and, the “rebel” Branch say, it was in con- 
sequence of the non-insertion in SEAFARING of this 
account, that the resolutions were afterwards sent 
to the Shipping Gazette, 


RE-EXAMINED. 


Although not compelled in point of time, the 
plaintiff had sent round to the Branches financial 
statements as regularly as was possible, consider- 
ing the work entailed by the enrolment of 60,000 in 
one year. s 

WILLIAM ALLISON SWORN, 


deposea to being a member of the Tower Hill 
Branch, and chairman on the occasion of the meet- 
ing of Jan, 28, already referred to. The resolutions 
purporting tobe passed at the meeting and sent to 
the Shipping Gazette, wer2 mostly composed by the 
solicitor (Mr. Dutton), and the signatures appended 
to a petition or appeal to the shipowners, subse- 
quently drawn up, were many of them obtained in 
pub ic-houses—some before the meeting was held. 
Under the influence of Hornsby ani Abbott.and 
Pleasance, the witness at that time joined in, the 
opposition to Mr. Wilson, believing that the 
Seamen’s Union was a gigantic swindle. Hornsby 
and Pleasance told witness it was a swindle, 
and he never knew to the contrary until, he de- 
posed, he discovered a conspiracy between certain 
persons and shipowners. He believed what he then 
discovered was a conspiracy for the sole purpose of 
“getting at” Wilson. Witness signed the letter to 
the Shipping Gazette complaining that SEAFARING 
had not published the report of the meeting of the 
dissentients at Tower Hill on Jan. 28, but, said the 
witness, it was not true that the dissension at Tower 
Hill was brought about because Mr. Wilson had 
not supplied balance sheets. 


GEOR3SE MELTON 


was also sworn, He had also signed the document 
sent to the Shipping Gazette; but, notwithstanding 
that, witness said it was not true that balance- 
sheets were demanded of Mr. Wilson on the evening 
of Jan. 28. He knew the document he signed was 
not true at the time, but he was, like the former 
witness, hostile to Mr. Wilson at that time. 


THE OPENING FOR “ FAIRPLAY.” 


Mr. Bigham, Q.C., then opened the case for his 
clients. At the outset he said:—Mr. Waddy, in 
supvort of his case, and with all the art of which 
he is capable, reads this so-called libel in support 
of his statement—he says in his own dramatic way 
that this libel imputes to Mr. Wilson dishonesty in 
his management of the accounts of this Union; 
that it imputes fo Mr. Wilson some plan or 
plot to conceal the state of the accounts for the pur- 
pose of benefitting his own pocket. Now, I took 
an early opportunity in this case to disclaim 
any such notion. We have disclaimed it from the 
very beginning, and in nothing that I shall say, 
and in no part of the evidence that I intend to put 
b2fore you, will it, I think, be suggested now that 
Mr. Wilson has ever misappropriated the moneys 
that have been entrusted to him by the different 
workmen who form the members of this Union. 
I tell you, gentlemen, at once, and I think I am 
entitled to say this, that both my clients and 
myself have looked at Mr. Wilson’s accounts not 
with the view of ascertaining whether he has been 
guilty of any such offences, but in order simply to 
understand them, end we have been satisfied that 
Mr. Wilson, so far as he deals with the moneys of 
the Union entrusted to him, deals with them with 
perfect honesty, 





MR. WILSON'S HONESTY ADMITTED, 


In the absence of any sort of evidence 
that he misappropriates them in any way 
whatever, it would be improper, unreasonable, 
and unjust for me to suggest anything to the 
contrary, and I do not. Now, gentlemen, having 
said so much, let me see what the newspaper in 
this case actually says with reference to Mr. Wilson, 
and then I will, if you please, deal with the facts, 
which are not many, which bear upon the case. 
Fairplay, as I daresay you know, is a newspaper 
which deals, I will not say exclusively but almost 
exclusively, with matters of interest to the shipping 
and insurance world. Now, I do not think it can be 
said with reason that the proceedings of this 


GREAT SEAMEN’S UNION, 


which now, I believe, claims to have something like 
80,000 members in different ports of the United 
Kingdom, and that the conduct of their organisa- 
tion and its management discussed at their different 
meetings are not matters of interest—and of very 
grave interest—to the shiping world, matters which 
a newspaper in the vosition of Fairplay is entitled 
to discuss freely, of course reasonably and 
honestly, and I think my lord will tell you that as 
long as the discussion and observations in such a 
paper are reasénably fair comment upon’ ascer- 
tained facts there is nothing of which Mr. Wilson 
or anybody else has a right to complain. The right 
of a newspaper to comment upon matters of ‘in- 
terest of this kind is, I agree, no greater than the 
right which any of you gentlemen would have if 
you knew of the proceedings of this Union to make 
your own statements. You can say what you 
honestly think is true, and you can make such 
comments. upon facts which come to your 
knowledge as you think fit, and so can 
a newspaper. Having read the terms of 
the libel, Mr. Bigham resumed :— 


EXCUSES. 


“A little rift is beginning to appear in the lute.” 
I suppose that means, and I suggest by that it 
means this—(this is at the beginning of 1890, and 
you know it was after the long dock strike of 1889, 
which you no doubt remember very well); and 
what Fairplay says is this; ‘‘ There is beginning to 
appear now evidence of some sort of.a dispute 
among the Union men themselves, and this is what 
we call ‘a little rift in the lute.” I donot sup- 
pose you will say there is anything very serious or 
very libellous inthat. ‘“ The members of the Tower 
Hii] Branch of the Seamen’s Union have been ap- 
plying to the general secretary of the Union 
for a balance-sheet showing how matters stand 
financially, and what has been done with the money 
subscribed.” Now, Mr. Wilson has been called 
before you to say that up to the date of tbis libel, 
which appeared on Feb. 7, 1890, he had heard of no 
demand for. any accounts of any kind’. from the 
Tower Hill Branch. That is the first question of 
fact.in dispute. What I propose to do is to prove 
to you—I think I have proved it already, but if I 
have not proved it already I propose to doit ina 
plain and unequivocal way—that these accounts 
were asked-for and were not forthcoming. Again, 
let me say—because I know it will be used against 
me—I know perfectly well it will be said that the 
very fact that I am putting forward the truth of 
this allegation means that I am suggesting that 
Mr. Wilson was acting dishonestly in not providing 
the accounts that he was asked for, 


I ABSOLUTELY AND ENTIRELY DENY IT. 


We stated what were simply the facts communicated 
to us, as you will see; for the editor of this news- 
paper had of course read the letter in the Shipping 
Gazette of Feb. 3, four days before this alleged 
libel was published. The proceedings had taken 
place in the Police Court before this libel was pub- 
lished, and the editor of the defendant newspaper 
had every reason to believe, and I go further and 
say it was the fadt, that the reason there had beep, 
this “ rift in the lute” at the Tower Hill Branch 
was that there had been a demand for accounts 
which for some reason—it may be a perfectly 
justifiable reason for aught I know—Mr, Wilson 
had not been able or had not been willing to 
comply with. He says now it is not so, and he abso- 
lutely repudiates the notion that there had been any 
demand made upon him by anybody for any accounts 
I do not know what the proportion is; but I believe 
each of the members subscribe 5d. a week towards 
the funds, and 43d. a week of each man’s money 
has to be remitted to the Sunderland head office, 
where the Executive Committee sit, and there the 
fund so collected is used for the purpose of the 
Union’ For the purpose, I suppose, of applying 
those funds legitimately in supporting strikes, when 





strikes are directed by the Executive, and for other | 


——. 


purposes of the Union. But I want to point 
out that a very large proportion of the money of 
these workmen subscribed at the Tower Hill 
Branch has to be sent to the head office at Sunder. 
land, so that they are naturally,and you will,nodoubt, 
think very properly, interested in knowing what 
is done with their money and in seeing 


THE ACCOUNTS. 


Now this Branch had been in existence all through 
the year 1889; do not you think it is likely that 
they. would. .be ,asking ‘“ Where ...are. the 
accounts which we ought to. have. received?” 
There was no statement prepared for the first 
quarter in 1889, nor for the second quarter; there 
was only this half-yearly statement prepared and 
circulated—never sent, mind you, to the Tower 
Hill Branch—but available, no doubt, because it 
was circulated at the Congress. in October, 1889, 
only, when the Tower Hill Branch was able to get 
hold of it. Still, it was not the account contem- 
plated by this rule atall. After referring to the 


EXPULSION OF ABBOTT, PLEASANCE, 
AND HORNSBY, 


the learned counsel said:—There was some. 
thing which Mr. Hornsby regarded as offensive, 
and about which he threatened Mr. Wilson with 
an action for libel. That letter I ask you to 
consider whether it is true or not. It was not 
written, you know, with reference to this action, 
Now, gentlemen, it is an accurate, and I ‘suggest to 
you a significant, fact that the very day on which 
Mr, Wilson received this letter, on that very day 
this man, at all events, isexpelled, and Mr. Wilson 
says, ‘“Not because there had been accoants asked 
for— not because there had been a discussion about 
accounts, I had no notion any were wanted.” It 
is credible, if that were so, that he would receive 
this letter from Mr. Dutton, the solicitor, and never 
answer it? Iasked Mr. Wilson, “ Did you answer 
that letter?” “No, no,” said he. ‘ Why should 
I trouble to answer a letter from Mr. Dutton? Of 
course I did not answer it.” I asked him, “ Did 
it convey to you that Hornsby was complaining 
that accounts had not been rendered?” “No,” 
said he, “of course it'did not.” All I have to say 
is that he must be a much denser-man than Mr. 
Wilson is who would not have had it 
conveyed to him by that letter. Because—let me 
give him farther-credit—an abler man in his way, 


A BETTER MAN FOR THE POST HE FILLS, 


I don’t suppose could be found. A man of strong 
energy and will, who leads thousands and thousands 
of willing followers in this country—that man 
could scarcely have read this letter and not under- 
stood what it meant, Now, see in this letter the 
solicitor is saying, ‘“‘ The only offence Hornsby can 
have committed, so far as I know, is that he has 
been asking for accounts which he conceives the 
Branch is. entitled to under the rules.” He was 
being pressed for accounts, which, for reasons 
which were sufficient or insufficient, he had not 
been able to furnish. Proceeding to comment on 
the evidence of Allison and Melton, the learned 
counsel pointed out that they had signed the com- 
munication to the Shipping Gazette, and argued 
that it was true that a request by Tower Hill 
members for accounts had been met by the 
counter demand for the Branch books. He added— 
I repeat, as 1 said early in this case, and I say 
it without the slightest desire that yon should 
imagine for a moment that I am not doing it in 
perfect good faith, it never entered into the 
mind of my clients —we have had the oppertunity, 
and we have not made any suggestion at all—that 
he has diverted one penny of the 


MONEY TO HIS OWN PERSONAL POCKET. 


I don’t believe it, and I don’t want you to imagine 
it; we do not. But we do say this :—‘ That these 
poor men were entitled to accounts under the 
rules showing how the money had been disbursed. 
We say they asked for them, and they did not get 
them, and we say that it was Mr. Wilson’s fault or 
misfortune that they were not readered, and we 
make our coniment upon that. I hope you will say 
that we have established. the literal truth of the 
statement made in these paragraphs, and I hope 
you will credit us ;with honesty when we assure 
you we have. never meant-to impute to Mr. Wilson 
any personal dishonesty. 

The Court Pe Pes till Friday morning, when 
the first witness for the,defence was 


JOHN OALLAGHAN, 


who said he had been present on Jan, 28 at 
Tower Hill, and remembered balance-sheets being 
clamoured for. | Not until Wilson had ; left - 
room, and’ with him his-followers, had-any . 
tion been passed, ‘Witness maintained that him 
though the Executive Council-had prohibited 





~Yye 


Nn 


—e caine 


Ba te Gi eee te Jee tn ee Ge, ee en, ee 


Stag RP Ont Ko oo ee 





~~ 





en 


—~y 


—_ 


January 24,1891. 


SEAFARING. 














from being outside delegate on the ground of not 
being a member long enough, he had been duly 
elected to that capacity. He had never received 
any official intimation from anybody that this 
prohibitory resolution against him had been passed 
by ,the Executive. He believed the so-called 
“rebel” Branch at Tower Hill now numbered about 
300 paying members. Witness was asked in cross- 
examination :— 

Have you seen the half-yearly report ?—No. | 

Were you one of the people that were waiting 
at this meeting to have what you call a quarterly 
return ?—I was one. 

And if you had been aware that the thing had 
been published in October, and the time was not 
then due to publish the next, would you then have 
considered there was anything wrong ?—Certainly 
I should.’ 

Let us have itout. You thought, no doubt, that 


Mr. Wilson was not playing fairly with the moneys? 


—Certainly, and I think so now. 

I thought so! You heard Mr. Bigham say the 
accounts had been carefully examined, and he, 
standing here on behalf of the defendants, was 

red to say there was not an atom of fault to 
be found with the accounts at all 7?—Yes. 

And still you say you believe he had been guilty 
of misappropriating them ?—I can have my own 


thoughts, 
GEORGE J. HORNSBY 


was then sworn, and examined. He said he had 
been at.sea 11 years—first as boy, then as A.B. 
He joined the Union Nov. 27, 1889, as an honorary 
member, He was present at the meeting on 
Jan. 28, 1890, and said that then some talk was 
going on, and Mr. Wilson objected to going on 
with the meeting while I was in the room, because 
I was an expelled member. I demanded the right 
to have a hearing, as he had made accusations 
against me which were untrue, and I also charged 
him with not having done his duty to the Union or 
to the district, or to the Executive in London, as 
0 accounts had been rendered according to the 
rales. 

The Judge: What did he say to that !--He 
begged of the Branch to abide by the Executive 
Council’s decision, and leave it to him. He said 
that would be best for the Union. 


CROSS-EXAMINATION OF HORNSBY. 


Mr. Waddy cross-examined the witness. He had 
returned from his last voyage in Nov., 1889, and 
had got a living by travelling with a boxing 
saloon—fighting being an Englishman's privilege. 
He had entered Tower Hill Branch under cover of 
a ticket given him by Reardon, a member, but he 
(Hornsby) filled in the ticket for himself. He had 
really no need to go to sea at all ; he had travelled 
with pictures for sale, and he had also (although 
27 years of age) lived with his parents. A con- 
tention arose about whether witness had ever paid 
the 10s, 6d. fee, and finally a book which Pleasance 
had sent for was produced to prove the eatry, but 
it turned out to be only a copy of the original 
book, and was therefore not evidence. He had not 
distributed a certain pamphlet entitled “A Testi- 
monial to J. H. Wilson,” but had read from it to 
other people. 


ROBERT PLEASANCE 


was hext sworn. He said in examination that he 
did not know he had done anything to justify 
expulsion till he was expelled. He had, when 
expelled, refused to yield up the books and property 
of the Tower Hill Branch to the Executive and 
Wilson, because he demanded accounts from Wilson 
and the Executive first. Referring to the Jan. 
28 he said that at that meeting accounts were 
demanded from Wilson, and several of the members 
asked Mr, Wilson what he had done with the money 
which he had receiwed from the various Branches. 
One man, who is present in Court now, told him 
that he had made a few thousand pounds out of it. 

Mr. Waddy: His name, please ? 

Wituess; Daniel O’Keefe. He told him that he 
had made a few thousand pounds out of the Union, 
and Mr. Wilson replied that when he had made a 
few more thousands he would engage him as foot- 
man. (Loud laughter.) 

Mr. Chitty: Who is Mr. Daniel O’Keefe ? 

O'Keefe stood up. Witness maintained that 
SMhongh he was aware of the rule which said 
rrewciers j Members should not speak or vote on 

nancial matters, Hornsby, an honorary member, 
Was entitled to speak about accounts because he 
ae the president. Questioned as to whether 

ornsby was a seaman, witness said he saw 
were discharges for four years. Witness did 
on think Mr. J. H. Wilson could produce dis- 

‘arges for four years. Under further cross-ex- 
amination witness was asked :— 

ave yon been receiving any remuneration what- 


ever from the Shipping Federation ?— 
ast three or four woe ederation ?—Yes, for the 
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“ CHARITY.’ 


Through whom have you received it 7—From the 
Shipping Federation. 

At their offices ?—Yes. 

For what services ?—For assistance. 

Of what sort ?—For my own assistance, . 

For what ?-—-To assist me personally. 

I beg you to understand that I don’t put it offen- 
sively, but do you mean. charity ?—Well, yes, 
charity. 

And the Shipping Federation is a federation of 
shipowners, 

Re-examined by Mr. Bigham : Have the Shipping 
Federation anything to do with the defendants in 
this case ?—Not that I am aware of. 

Can you tell me what you have been doing for 
the Shipping Federation? Have you been doing 
anything for them connected with this action ?— 
No, I have done nothing for them. 

Mr. Bigham: I take it the suggestion is that he 
has been paid by us, 

The Judge: Oh, no. 

Mr. Waddy asked whether defendants would call 
Abbott. 

Mr. Bigham : 

CERTAINLY NOT. 


A person named Nichol was sworn, and 
stated that in the capacity of a reporter he had 
attended the Tower Hill Branch and other meet- 
ings for Mr. Wilson, and had also assisted Wilson 
to get other facts. But he now appeared as a 
witness for the defendants, and gave evidence as 
to Mr. Wilson having been asked repeatedly for 
accounts at the meeting on Jan. 28. Witness read 
copious extracts from what he declared to be 
shorthand nctes taken at this meeting, but we are 
told thére was not a single name mentioned as the 
author of the various remarks; it was merely ‘*A 
voice said so-and-so,” Mr. Bigham read a long 
letter from witness to Mr. Wilson giving the alleged 
facts he had collected against Hornsby and 
others. It appeared from the letter that witness 
had acted as a spy, and the Judge at last said 
“Mr. Bigham, may I suggest that this is your 


witness ” 
CASE FOR “FAIRPLAY.” 


Mr. Bigham then summed up the evidence for his 
clients Fairplay. He said: I think my Lord will 
tell you that the defendants are not responsible 
for, and ought not to be visited with the conse- 
quences of any animus that may have been shown 
by the witnesses against Mr. Wilson when they 
were in the bos—any animus Mr. Hornsby may 
have shown, any animus Mr. Pleasance may have 
shown. I don’t know that Mr. Nichol did show 
any, but the defendants have nothing to do with 
these witnesses except this—they have toask you 
to believe the truth of their statements on 
matters that are relevant to this inquiry. So far 
as that animus I have referred to would help you 
to discredit them, and disbelieve what they have 
said, of course, it affects the defendants, but to 
that extent only. It will be said, I suppose, 
that during the conduct of this case the 
defendants have shown some sort of animus 
against Mr. Wilson. It will be suggested 
that they have persevered in, or repeated, the 
insinuations which this so-called libel is supposed 
to contain. Iam glad tosay it will be for you to 
decide whether that is so or not. You are the 
tribunal to which I have to appeal. And, I ask you, 
as twelve fair men, what does this so-called 
libel mean? I shall ask you if in its ordinary 
meaning it is not true; and then whether 
uncer the circumstances, Mr. Wilson suing as he 
does at the expense of this Union, with the money 
of the men who subscribe their fivepences a week 
to him—not with his own money—whether Mr, 
Wilson is entitled to come here and ask you onsuch 
a libel as this to give him even a farthing damages ? 
Now, gentlemen, I had Mr. Wilson in the witness- 
box and asked whether it was true or false that he 
had been asked for these accounts. “Never,” said 
he; “I never heard of any accounts. I was not 
asked. It is true I did not furnish them because 
I had not had time, but I was never asked for 
them; there was no dispute about them—nothing 
of the kind.” Iam constrained to ask you to dis- 
believe him on that point, and I do without any 
hesitation ask you to disbelieve him on that point, 
because now we have got a transcript of the note 
of the proceedings of the meeting of Jan. 28, at 
which Mr. Wilson was present—a note taken by 


HIS OWN -SECRET SPY, 


Sent there for the purpose of taking the 
note. And you have heard it read. Do 
you believe Nichol, or not? Do you disbelieve 
what he has read from his shorthand notes? 
Now, gentlemen, our evidence is that at the time 
that the pamphlet was circulated—and you must 
look at it for yourselves and you will say whether 
it is so or not—it did not contain this little sheet, 





This little sheet, apparently added since, purports 
to contain, in very short form, the receipts and ex- 
penditure at the head office. Now, that was exactly 
what these men wanted to see. Counsel went o . 
to arzue that they had asked for accounts before, 
and could not get them, adding, I am’ only here, 
gentlemen, on behalf of this newspaper, to ask 
you by your verdict to say that there was 
no libel at all in this paragraph; that the 
statements in it were true; that the comment 
upon them at the end was justifiable, and that 
there is nothing which any mind, except the sensi- 
tive mind of Mr. Wilson, instructed by an astute 
attorney, could possibly twist into a reflection 
upon him or his character or his honesty. None 
es intended, and I ask you to say that none is 
made. 


MR. WADDY'S REPLY FOR MR. WILSON. 


Gentlemen, I think it is now.time that you heard 
something on behalf of a man who for nearly two 
days has been the subject of the most skilfully- 
veiled vituperation that I have ever had the good 
fortune, or the ill fortune, to listen to since I have 
been at the Bar. My friend Mr. Bigham, with 
admirable adroitness, but with a candour of which 
you will judge, has,-according no doubt, to his in- 
structions, deemed it to be his duty not only to 
present to you my case, but to give you numerous 
and most valuable criticisms upon my reading of 
this libel, for which I owe him the utmost gratitude 
that I amable torender him. That. lacknowledge, 
and of that I will say no more. But he has also 
tried in every way he could to lead you away from 
that which I have indicated to you, and which I 
think I may say without impropriety, my lord, 
will indicate to you, is the real poivt in the case; 
and while with one voice he has been imploring you 
to beware of prejudice he has laboured ‘at nothing 
else. I asked one of the witnesses a question, and I 
did it fora purpose, I wanted to expoeto you the 
absolute nonsense of my learned friend’s suggestion 
that no one would ever understand that to mean 
mischief. For the purposeof my test, I did not 
take somebody who was impressed with our 
view of the case, somebody who had been saturated 
with our unreasonable and unwelcome suspicions, 
as the defendants say, but I took a man who was 
on their own side in the. case, ove. of their own 
witnesses, a man who would have been anxious to 
help them if he could. I took one of the people 
whom they had themselves put in the box, and I 
proceeded to test him on the matter. I asked him 
what, practically, he understood it meant. 


WHAT IT MEANT. 


My learned friend who had been telling yon a little 
time before that no human beng could imagine 
that it had any malignant purpose, directly I put 
the question to an unbiassed witness in the 
box —unbiassed in favour of our case — but 
biassed as strongly as possible on his own Side, he 
knew that his argument would not stand even that 
test; he knew that any man who cou'd either read 
English or understand English when he heard it 
read, would detect the malignity of the passage. 
Knowing that directly 1 tendered it to the witness, 
and asking him what, as an unprejud:ced  wit- 
ness, he thought it meant, my friend objected. 
“No,” said Mr. Bigham, “please Co not-ask him 
that; I object.” Gentlemen, if I had taken, one 
by one, every man in this Court, except, of course, 
his Lordship, who has no opinion, my friend, Mr. 
Bigham himself, and perhapz one or two of his 
juniors, although I doubt that in the case of one of 
them at least, I think their intelligence would 
have got the better of them in spite of their teeth 
—their common sense would have got. the 
better of them. I venture to say that if I 
had gone round this Court and asked every 
man in it, first one and then another, “ What 
do you understand is the meaning of that 
passage ?”—they would all, man after man, at 
least all those who ought not to be in Colney 
Hatch, every man with sense in his head would 
have given the same fair answer, and my friend 
knew perfectly well that would be the result when 
he objected to my asking his witness the question. 
In ali I have said, or may have to say upon that 
point, I except my lord, because he has no opinion 
but a judicial one, but I do ask you, gentlemen, to 
say whether you do not tbink that is the opinion 
which would be held by every man in this Court, 
and whether that is not the opinion which is held 
by the 12intelligent gentlemen who have listened 
to the evidence in this case, and have given their 
attention to it. What is the course that my friend 
has taken in this matter? Has he met me fairly? 
PLEASE PITY THE PAPER. 
Iam not bound to express any opinion, or to 
say what I thiuk about it; but what has he 
doze? From first to last he has tried to drag 
you off on the point of prejudice,’ In his position 
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at the bar he has thought it right and proper, in 
this case, to stoop to the device, not once nor twice 
merely, but a dozen times or more, of imploring 
you piteously to spare Fairplay. Why? I will 
not give you the reason in my words, but in his 
own, because, he says, ‘“‘the costs will come out of 
the little money of these poor men; it is out of 
their own little money that the costs will have to 
be paid ; it is on behalf of these poor men that I 
beg you to spare their little savings,” and so on. 
What has that to do with it? My learned friend 
knew perfectly well that he was trying to instil 
prejudice into your minds. But I will tear away 
at once the shroud in which he has endeavoured to 
envelope it, and drag it out into the light of day, 
so that you can see at once why he has done 


80. 
PREJUDICE. 


He knows that in the rank of society in 
which you and I move, there is a feeling by no 
means favourable towards Trades Unions, and he 
positively seems to have thought it worthy of 
Fairplay to try and trade upon that feeling, and to 
prejudice, if he could, this case by appealing to 
any feeling of that kind which might exist. You 
know how he over and over again tried to raise a 
prejudice, by referring to the acts done by Mr. 
Wilson and by the Union. First, he had some- 
thing hard to say of the Union, and then he had 
something hard to say of Mr. Wilson. He then 
put it to you in a very pathetic way, in a very (to 
ue his own words) “ dramatic” way, that certein 
things were done at a particular meeting when that 
gentleman was chairman. Then he pointed his 
finger at Mr. Wilson, and said, “ you dismissed 
certain people,” and then he asks dramatically, 
“ Was not this somewhat peremptory ; was not this 
so newhat domineering?” Well, suppose it was, 
what has that to do with this case? In point of 
fact, the Executive were amply justified in en- 
forcing the ret rement of those men. There is no 
one who knows better than my learned friend that 
every one of those observations was not only 
unjustifiable, but entirely beside the question, and 
made simply in order to poison your minds if 
possible, That is what we have had to contend 
against all through this trial. 


IRRELEVANT TOPICS: 


Mr. Waddy on Saturday continued his reply, 
prior to which the entry of Hornsby’s entrance fee 
had been proved. Mr. Chitty said the original 
book containing the entry of the payment of 
10s, 6d. by Hornsby on Nov. 27, I have also the 
counterfoil for the same date, showing the 10s. 6d. 
paid by Hornsby. 

Mr. Waddy, after looking at the book and 
counterfoil, said: My lord, that appears to me to 
be so. 

Mr. Chitty : Now, you are satisfied ? 

Mr. Waddy: I am, oh yes. Ihe learned counsel 
then resus:ed his address to the jury, which had 
been interrupted at the rising of the Court on the 
previous day. He said :—May it please your lord- 
ship and gentlemen of the jury, apart from this 
matter of the date when Hornsby paid his 10s. 6d., 
a matter on which, as on other irrelevant matters, 
considerable question had arisen, I think I 
should have finished yesterday what I had to say. 
‘There have been an immense number of irrelevant 
topics introduced, and especially irrelevant if the 
contention of the other side really is that they 
never did mean to libel my client at all. You will 
bear with me, therefore, if I make a confidante of 
each one of you for one moment. A counsel in the 
position which 1 occupy to-day is in a position of 
great diflicu!ty sometimes, becavse, although he 
takes up a definite position, when all kinds of 
hares are started by the other side, he falls into 
the temptation torun down hare after hare, and 
kill them all as far as he can do so, But, gentle- 
men, I feel I am liable to this blame—blame 
from my lord, blame from you~because I ought 
to have trusted more to my lord and to you, that 
you would see the neediessness of following those 
hares, I will, therefore, endeavour to compress 
my remaining observations into a comparatively 


FEW WORDS. 


Gentlemen, the allegation, then — leaving all 
those side issues, which I think ought not to 
have been raised—is that this is a libel. Observe 
my learned friend saysthat, asa matter of fact, wedid 
not send in the palance-sheet, and that we justified 
that. Gentlemen, in regard to that, the evidence 
stinds, and I will not enter into it at length. I 
will simply remind you of it. There was a point 
blank deniai, to begin with, by Mr. Wilson. He 
says distinctly aud definitely that it was the course 
of business to send these accounts out to all the 
Branches, No earthly reason is suggested for ex- 
cepting Tower Hill. He says distinctly that they 
were sent out, and I think it was in answer to a 





question put in cross-examination that he pro- 
duced, one after the other, the various quarterly 
reports sent out up to five and six, and these 
have been sent out from time to time. 
That he swears. Is he right or wrong? Re- 
ferring to the Pleasance prosecution Mr. Waddy 
quoted : ‘It ‘apparently was not pressed.” Was not 
pressed! Says the magistrate—It is a pity that 
this thing should go on; technically it “ was not 
pressed.” It is a downright, deliberate falsehood 
that we were not pressing it. 


STRIKING AT THE UNION. 


Mr. Waddy proceeded to contend that the rest of 
the article complained of was intended to convey a 
very serious imputation, and pointed out that while 
Mr. Wilson, having nothing to conceal, had gone 
into the box, the defendants had not put the writer 
of the libellous matter and his informant into the 
box. The matter complained of showed defendants 
willing to wound but yet afraid to strike. As they 
had put into the box men who hated Mr. Wilson, 
and who meant to damage him, he asked moderate 
damages to show that the jury thought unfair 
the treatment to which Mr. Wilson had been 
subjected by defendants, both before and after he 
came into Court. Mr. Waddy added: Here is the 
man who receives the money, who is responsible for 
the safe custody of the funds, who is responsible for 
the accounts, the man to whom 80,000 people are 
looking on this very day to see whether his 
character is blameable or not, Strike at that man 
andyou ruin him, you trample him in the dirt. But it 
is more than that. You ruin the confidence of 80,000 
people, not only in him, but in the office which he 
fills and the Union he serves. And that is what they 
are trying to do, and the'Union know perfectly well 
that this is an attack, nominally upon Mr. Wilson, 
but really upon themselves. They are bound to 
come forward. He is not able, of course, to bear 
the expenses of an inquiry like this, lasting so 
long, and fought so sternly and stiffly, with this 
wealthy newspaper. But the Union are compelled 
to do it; and then my learned friend says—They 
are poor men, they are all poor men, they have 
subscribed their fivepence, they are very hard-up, 
and because they are so poor and cannot afford it, 
therefore make them pay the costs. Because that 
is what it comes to; his whole argumert is that, or 
nothing at all besides. Gentlemen, I do not think 
I need argue that out to you. But I do say this— 
and they are the last words I shall say. I would 
not have spoken so long, but that the issue 
involved is a very serious one indeed. You 
and I may have opinions favourable or un- 
favourable with regard to the existence of Trades 
Unions at all, whether of shipowners on the one 
hand, or of sailors on the other. But they are legal, 
according to the laws of this country ; and as long 
as they contuct themselves in the way the law 
allows, they are protected by it. But if they are 
to be crushed, then in the name of law and of 
common sense let them be crushed in a proper way. 
Do not crush them, or attempt to crush them, by 
means of insinuations on the character of a man, 
contained in papers of this sort, never retracted or 
withdrawn until you find that the lash is actually 
being held over you in Court, and then saying, Oh, 
please, I never meant it, but I do not know what I 


did mean, 
THE SUMMING-UP. 


The Judge, in summing up, said: Gentlemen of 
the jury, Ihave no doubt your patience has been 
somewhat taxed by the investigation of this case; 
but the case is one of great importance and of great 
interest to a large number of our fe'low subj-cis, 
and we must not grudge the time that they have 
considered necessary to bring the matter fully 
before you. I am sure you will a!l agree that it 
would be most undesirable in a case of this 
character that those who have been at the pains 
and trouble in bringing the case before you, should 
leave the Court with what I believe produces the 
worst sense of injustice—the feeling that they have 
not been fully heard. I am sure that those who 
are interested in thie litigation will not leave the 
Court with that feeling. The nature of the case is 
this, and jt is apparently a very simple and easy 
point—Is this article defamatory or not? The 


PLAINTIFF SAYS 


“The article, to the mind of any reasonvble man, 
ccnveys that I and those with whom I serve—the 
Executive Council—have been guilty of dishonest 
and dishonourable conduct with reference to the 
accounts of the Union, and as that is the character 
of the article, I ask the jury to give me damages 
for the injury done.” The 


CASE FOR DEFENDANTS 
is that “No reasonable man who read that article 
could come to any such conclusion. What was 
meant was simply this, that there had been some 
carelessness atout the way in which the duties of 








secretary were discharged in regard to furnishing 
the accounts which the rules require, and that such 
irregularity was calculated to do injury to any such 
body as that which the plaintiff represents. It wag 
not a charge of fraud, not a charge of misconduct 
or dishonesty, but a mere criticism of certain 
irregularities which were a good deal to be 
deplored.” Gentlemen, you have to say which of 


the 
TWO VERSIONS 


is the true one. One thing, the law is perfectly 
clear, and the learned counsel on both sides agree 
upon it. It is asserted that if the defendants are 
right in saying that this is a mere criticism, and a 
mere expression of fair opinion upon a matter of 
public interest, there is no doubt that they are 
entitled to a verdict. On the other hand, the 
defendants agree that if the plaintiff is right in 
saying he is charged with misconduct, that goes 
beyond the limits of fair criticism, and entitles him 


to ask for 
DAMAGES 


at your hands. The law upon that is clear, and we 
need not dwell upon it further or discuss it. Fair 
criticism is one thing—fair expression of opinion 
about the conduct of a man engaged in the dis- 
charge of public duties is one thing ; but it is quite 
a different thing to charge him with fraud or dis- 
honesty. No man can do that of another in this 
country unless he is able to prove that his char 
is true; he cannot ride off, admitting that the 
charge is false, by saying “I believed it was true.” 
That being the nature of the point you have to deal 
with, let me briefly, without at all descending to 
deal with all the details brought before you, state 
the facts which I consider to be 


MATERIAL 


for your consideration. The history of the Unien 
is this: It was established in the year 1887 at 
Sunderland. It had a very humble beginning, and 
for a time it did not appear to attract large support 
from the seamen and firemen who were intended to 
be associated in it. But in 1889 the Union 
acquired extraordinary influence and extraordinary 
power. It had Branches established in all the 
different seaports of the United Kingdom, and we 
are told that as many as from 70,000 to 80,000 
seamen and firemen formed it, and this constituted 


a most 
POWERFUL ORGANISATION, 


I will not dwell upon the purposes for which it was 
formed. This organisation was met as is usual 
with reference to such associations, by an organisa- 
tion on the other side—of employers. That is 
valled the Shipping Federation. Upon questions 
that would interest seamen on the one band, and 
shipowners on the other, these two organisations 
have been struggling to a certain extent against 
each other. We need not trouble ourselves in con- 
sidering how far the struggle has gone, or which is 
in the right, or which is likely to be successful, 
The plaintiff having established the original Union 
was appointed the secretary, and he continued to 
be secretary down to the occurrence which gave 
rise to this litigation. The 


TOWER HILL BRANCH 


was estab'ished in the early part of 1889, and 8 
man named Abbott, sent by the Executive Council, 
was made the secretary of that Branch, The 
Executive Council was constituted under the rules of 
the Association, and among the rules there 1s one 
which says “ There shall be published from time to 
time quarterly reports and quarterly accounts of 
the finances of the Association, showing the sums 
contributed from each of the Branches to the parent 
institution,” and this rule also states that the secre- 
tary shall, within a certain time, furnish to each of 
the Branches an account of the money received 
and the money expended. It is agreed that during 
the year 1889, the Tower Hill Branch had not had 
furnished to it, as soon as it would appear the other 
Branches ha4, in strict accordance with the terms of 
the rules, those balance-sheets and 


ACCOUNTS. 


They had had prepared reports to the month of 
June, and an account of all the moneys received by 
the parent institution, but no account of the mode 
in which they had been expended. That much has 
been dwelt upon at great length by th> counsel on 
each side—— A 

Mr. Waddy (interposing): The same documen 
contains the way in which it is expended up to 
June. fect! 
Mr. Bigham: I think we made that perfectly 
clear. 

The Judge: On the leaflet ? 

Mr. Waddy: No; in the book itself, 

Mr, Bigham; No, Mr, Waddy. 
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udge: The expenditure of each Branch is 
Poy “ not chat’ of the parent institution. 
Fourpence-halfpenny out of every fivepence went 
to the parent institution, and the question was how 
that money was expended. There had not been 
what the rule required, an account of the expendi- 
ture by the parent or head office. Well, now, that 
has been dwelt upon at great length by learned 
counsel on both sides. There is this observation, 
which I think will occur to you as it occurs to me, 
that it does not appear the Tower Hill Branch, or, 
so far as we know, any other Branch during the 
whole of that year, 1889, made any formal com- 


plaint, or any 
FORMAL APPLICATION 


to the head office at Sunderland about the absence 
of the accounts. The explanation the plaintiff 
gives of the failure to furnish these accounts is 
this—and it is for you to judge whether it is a 
natural or reasonable one or not. It is said the 
Association expanded in an extraordinary way in 
1889, and there was not time to procure all the 
reports needed in time to send them out. That is 
the explanation--the sole explanation, and the ex- 
planation which, it is suggested, any member of the 
Branch would have received if he had asked the 
reason. About the middle of the year 1889 there 
was a difference. It was said to be a purely personal 
one, but Abbott ceased to be secretary, and he was 
expelled. It would seem he resented very bitterly 
the treatment he had received, and considered he 
had been ill-used, and ill-used by the plaintiff. His 

lace was taken by the man Pleasance, whom you 
fore seen in the box; and up to the month of Dec. 
1889, 

PLEASANCE 


appears to have worked perfectly harmoniously 
with the head office and with the plaintiff. But 
about the end of Nov., 1889, a man named Hornsby 
suddenly presented himself to this Tower Hill 
Branch, and apparently applied to become a mem- 
ber. You have seen Hornsby, and you have heard 
him described with great ability and with great 
vigour by the learned counsel for the plaintiff, I 
need not trouble you further with reference to that. 
Certainly it seems difficult to understand why 
Hornsby should become interested in this Tower 
Hill Branch. Being very powerfully established, 
as it was inthe City of London, it was entitled 
a ig a great pressure in organising every- 
where. 


HORNSBY THEN APPEARED. 


It is clear from the rules he was not qualified to fill 
the office to which he was immediately elected. 
He found his way in under circumstances which 
were considered by plaintiff to be not at all satis- 
factory. He was elected president, a position 
which he was not, as it appears from the rules, at 
all qualified to fill. The plaintiff and the Execu- 
tive Council appear for some reason—we do not 
know why, and perhaps it would not be legitimate 
to inquire—to have entertained a suspicion that he 
had joined the Union for no good. It has been 
suggested that he had not come there to help, but 
toembarrass and 


WRECK THE UNION. 


This is said by the learned counsel for the plaintiff. 
Certainly he appears to have had considerable 
support from the members of the association, or 
he would not have been made chairman, and to 
have worked harmoniously with Pleasance, the 
fecretary, one of his supporters. Abbott all this 
time was hanging about the Tower Hill Branch ; at 
any rate, information of that sort appears to have 
been conveyed to the Executive Council, and the 
information conveyed led them to come to the con- 
clusion that Abbott, Hornsby, and Pleasance were 
ot co-operating, but acting in a spirit adverse to 
the objects of the Union. That matter having 

en taken into consideration by the Executive 
Council in the month of January, 1889, a letter was 
Written requiring 


PLEASANCE TO RESIGN, 


and the reason given was that he had been associ- 
ated with Abbott, who was no longer a member of 
the association, and was permitting Abbott to have 
‘Access to the books. Now, perhaps it is not very 
Material to inquire whether they were entitled to 
act as they did. They would seem to have been 
quite entitled according to the rules. It is for you 
say whether they were or were not. There was 
ar of appeal, which was described by the 
ay counsel for the defendants as fictitious and 
: ess. The rules, however, provide for such an 
ys if they had any reason to resist the decision 
lai @ Executive Council. It is said, for the 
Plaintiff, that what these men did was to make up 


their minds not to submi : 1 
ubmit to th sate 
but to get up bmit to tLe Executive Council, 





A REBELLION 


against the head office, and that when the secretary” 


Pleasance was called upon to resign and hand over 
the books and receive a sum of money in lieu of 
notice, there was an intimation that he would not 
submit—tbat he would not hand over the books; 
and no doubt then, and then, for the first time, a 
suggestion was made that he ought not to be called 
upon to doso until the accounts had been furnished. 
It is said, for the plaintiff, that the suggestion was 
a hollow pretence, and raised a false issue. The 
question with reference to Hornsby, Pleasance, and 
the other persons whose names have been men- 
tioned, was whether they were entitled any longer 
to interfere in the affairs of the Tower Hill Branch 
Council, but they urged that, “Though we may not 
be entitled, we refuse to submit to the rules until 
you, Wilson, furnish the accounts.” It is said they 
were acting upon advice and with the assistance of 
a person named Dutton, 


A SOLICITOR. 


It is hard to conjecture how a lawyer came to give 
the opinion, as he appears to have done, that that 
was the right course for them totake. But that 
somewhat embarrassing position was taken up by 
these men—“ as you treat us as no longer members 
of the Union, we decline to submit to your juris- 
diction until you give us the accounts.” The result 
of the embarrassment was that, it was arranged 

laintiff should come on Jan. 28 to attend a meet- 
ng of the Tower Hill Branch to discuss the matter. 
He was mistaken as to what took place at that 
meeting. We gather it was 


A NOISY MEETING. 


It is perfectly clear that there was a large party—a 
considerable party—who supported Hornsby and 
Pleasance. It is clear, on the other hand—at any 
rate it is asserted—that there was a large number 
of the association, sume 200, who did not agree 
with Pleasance and Hornsby, and rather inclined 
to take the side of the Union, of the Executive 
Council and the plaintiff. Plaintiff told you that 
at that meeting he had no application made to 
him for accounts, and that he heard nothing upon 
the subject. It was a noisy meeting. His position 
was that 


HORNSBY INSISTED 


upon being present, and that he objected to his 
presence. He objected also to the presence of 
Pleasance. In point of fact they got no further. 
No resolution was passed, nothing was done—he 
wou'd not submit to Hornsby or Pleasance. His 
statement was that a large number of those present 
agreed with him and left the room. On the other 
hand, it is said that Pleasance, Hornsby, and their 
party held out, and, in the course of a noisy meet- 
ing kept constantly calling upon the plaintiff to 
produce his accounts. The plaintiff's evidence 
upon that subject you probably will consider must 
be incorrect after the evidence of the shorthand 
writer, who produced his notes, 


IF THOSE NOTES 


are correct, there were in the course of the discus- 
sion constant cries to the plaintiff to produce his 
accounts. It is clear that there was an absurd 
threat to close the doors, and not allow him to 
leave the room until he had produced his accounts. 
Plaintiff's recollection does not appear to have been 
perfectly accurate as to those demands. At the 
same time you may think that his memory may 
have failed him on that point without his intend- 
ing to mislead you—tbat he went there to insist 
upon the right of expelling Hornsby and Pleasance, 
and treated the shouting about the accounts as of 
no importance, and having no relevancy to the 
matter. After he went away with a large number 
of those present the meeting was continued under 
the guidance of a man named Allison, and, ap- 
parently Hornsby and Pleasance, and some resolu- 
tions which had been previously prepared under 


the 
INSPIRATION OF DUTTON 


are said to have been passed, and those resolutions 
raised the point distinctly that the secretary, Pleas- 
ance, and those who were rebelling, were not bound 
to retire from the Tower Hill Branch until the 
accounts had been furnished. Plaintiff had 
informed the meeting previou-ly, or those who 
were taking up that -position, that an application 
would be made to a magistrate to compel them to 
give up the books. It was said by Allison, under 
the advice of Mr. Dutton, that he and those 
associated with him deternined to take that line 
with reference to the Tower Hill Branch, and any 
proceedings that might be taken; that they were 
not bound to give up the books until those accounts 
had been presented. The very next day asummons 
was taken out by the authority of the Executive 
Council and plaintiff to get 








PO: SESSION OF THE BOOKS. 


That summons was heard before Mr. Kennedy, 
magistrate, and therefore the point taken by Mr. 
Dutton might have been considered by the 
magistrate, namely, whether it was not an answer 
to an application to give up the books and to treat 
these men as no longer members that no accounts 
had been presented. That, however, was not the 
course taken. A clever counsel were employed on 
the part of the defendants, The summens was 
taken out under an Act of Parliament which 
allowed the magistrate, in the event of property 
being withheld, to assess the value of the property, 
and to give judgment for that amount. It was 
pointed out that the summons having been taken 
out under this Act of Parliament the applicants 
could not get what they wanted, namely, the books 
themselves. The value of the books you know was 
nothing to them. The spplicants wanted the 
books, and the 


TECHNICAL POINT 


was taken by the counsel. The magistrate appears 
to have said, “‘ Let me deal with the merits if the 
question is whether these books ought to be given 
up. Let me settle that. I will pass a nominal fine 
if I find against you.” “No,” defendants said, “‘ we 
have got our strict right, and we insist upon it. 
There must be another summons.” The parties left 
the Court on the understanding that another 
summons would be taken out, and that then the 
magistrate would have jurisdiction to order the 
books to be given up. After that had happened, 
according to my recollection, the defendants placed 
themselves into communication with the proprietors, 
or editor of re 


THIS PAPER, “FAIRPLAY.” 


Mr. Bigham (interposiog): They did not place 
themselves into communication with the editor of 
Fairplay, but of the Shipping and Mercantile 
Gazette. 

The Judge: Somebody did. I think it has been 
admitted. I think Allison’s evidence established 
that these men did place*themselves into com- 
munication with the representatives of the Shivping 
Gazette. We have not troubled ourselves vegy much 
with what appeared in the Shipping Gazette. Some- 
body placed themselves in communication with 
Fairplay. That may be a matter of opinion only. 
Counsel for plaintiff suggests to you that you ought 
to have no doubt that those who placed themselves 
into communication with the Shipping Gazette also 
placed themselves intocommunication with Fairplay. 
I think that that opinion would have been con- 
curred in, but the learned counsel for the defendants 
objects and insists that the paper only acted upon 
what appeared in the Shipping Gazette. How far 
that contention is compatible with what appears 
in the article inserted in Fairplay you will decide. 
If you examine that you will come to the concl-sion 


that 
INFORMATION 


must have been furnished to Fairplay beyond any- 
thing which appears in the Shipping Gazette. As 
to this article in Fairplay, I don’t propose to go 
through it at present. You have heard it discussed 
over and over again. A further summons was taken 
out before the magistrate after, as I understand ir, 
this article appeared. This summons was success- 
ful. The magistrate ordered the books to be given 
kr He, therefore, treated the point made by the 

efendants as having nothing in it. There was, 
however, an appeal, but upon what grounds we do 
not know, or whether there were any grounds, or 
whether that was the way in which the matter was 
really dealt with. The Court above decided to 
quash the order. It is said, on the other hand, that 
all that was done was this, that the order was set 
aside upon the understanding that the differences 
between the defendants and the Executive Council 
and plaintiff would be settled. That is an outline of 
the facts of thecase so farasthey appear to be material 
for yourconsideration. What is this publication? It 
is said by the plaintiff to have been inspired by 
those enemies of whom you have heard. It is 
further said to have appeared in a newspaper which 
had taken part in a discussion between master and 
men, employers and employed, on the side of the 
master. I take it that, however the information 
was got, it was extremely grateful to those who had 
the management of this paper, and who were 


ANXIOUS TO INSERT 


in it anything likely to suit the taste and tle ter- 
per of those who were its principal supporters. 
What was the intention? The intention was that 
this Union was practically breaking down, and that 
dishonesty had entered into it; that they had got 
fraudulent men at the head of its affairs ; and that 
the money of the dupes who subscribed to it had 
been wasted. That is what is said was the ot ject 
of the article, ax.d was its plain meaning. On the 
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other hand, it is said by the learned counsel for the 
defence, whose power of explanation is of an un- 
limited kind, that it was nothing of the sort; that 
it was a little bit of gossip with reference to the 
affairs of the Tower Hill Branch of the Union, and 
simply a general criticism upon the disadvantage 
of having any irregularity in the arrangement of its 
affairs. And so it begins, “ The 


LITTLE RIFT 


is beginning to appear in the lute.” That is a 
general expression, said the learned counsel for the 
defence, and it is graceful and practical. But 
counsel for the plaintiff says that these words are 
ironical, and that it is an intimation to the enemies 
of the Association that a good time is coming; the 
“little rift in the lute” is not a little thing at all; 
the “little rift ” is the dishonesty of those who are 
charged with the management of its affairs. You 
will judge which is the true and proper interpreta- 
tion of that passage—‘‘ The Tower Hill Branch have 
been applying for balance-sheets,” Is that true? 
Mr. Bigham says Yes, Counsel for the plaintiff 
says they have not applied at all; that, if the truth 
had been told, nobody would have said that the 
members had applied, 


WHAT OCCURRED? 


There was a quarre), which you have heard of, and 
this suggestion that there ought to be accounts was 
in answer to a resolution of the Executive Council 
that certain persons should not any longer be mem- 
bers of the Union. That does not convey to any 
reasonable man that the majority of the members 
of the Tower Hill Branch were dissatisfied with the 
fact that no accounts were furnished, and had come 
to a formal resolution, and made an application to 
the secretary to furnish accounts, No such resolu- 
tion had been passed, and no such application had 
been made. Then it goes on to ask for balance- 
sheets showing how matters stand financially and 
what has been done with the money subscribed. 
It is said for the plaintiff that that meant to any 
intelligent man who was reading it that the money 
subscribed had been improperly used, and that they 
wanted to know what had been done with the 
money that was subscribed. Then it gues on to 
say, “ If would seem that this very natural request 
had not been acceded to.” This, the plaintiff says 


Ig NOT TRUE. 


No such request had been made, and there had 
been no refusal to accede to it; all that occurred 
had been what appeared in the letters, and what 
passed at this noisy meeting. “But it has been 
met by a counter-demand from the Union on the 
handing over of the books and property of the 
B anch.” That is not true, says the plaintiff ; there 
was no counter-demand; the Executive Council have 
not made such a demand, and they have not sought 
to prevent any investigation of their accounts, and 
have never sought in any way to refuse accounts 
by any counter-demand. What had been done had 
originated with the Executive Council ; it was they 
who had in the first instance demanded that the 
books should be handed over, and that Pleasance 
should cease to be secretary, and that Hornsby 
should not be able longer to interfere. Aud they 
said that if these people who inserted this para- 
graph had 


CHOSEN TO INQUIRE 


into the exact facts they never would have made a 
statement of that kind which now appears in the 
papers. Then it goes on to say, “This view of the 
case was brought before the Thames Police Court on 
Thursday of last week, but apparently was not 
pressed.” You have heard the comments about 
that. Plaintiff asks you to say, Is that fair? You 
know now what has occurred at the Police Court; 
you know the technical objection which has been 
taken by the defendants, and you know it was only 
—only on that ground that the summons was not 
successful. Plaintiff says, When this matter was 
before the magistrate in the 


LIGHT OF DAY, 


is it true that they have not gone on with the 
applicatioa? That is said to be inaccurate and 
untrue. So far as it is inaccurate and untrue it 
describes unfairly the conduct of those in the 
management of the Union. Then it is said, 
“The Tower Hill Branch will go t» the Registrar 
of Trede Unions with an eye to a Government 
andit.” It is suggested that what is meant by 
that was that that was a solution of the matter 
before the magistrate; that that was the only way 


toa deal with the case. That is not true. Nothing 
occurd be‘ore the magistrate; and though 


some application appears to have been made, it 
seems to be egreed that no Government audit 
could lave been made, and that the Registrar of 
Trade Unions had no authority to act. Then comes 
the end of it. ‘It will not be long before a great 





many other Branches of the famous Seamen’s 
Union will require a little more informatior. on the 
present state of affairs than they possess, or Iam 
afraid I must add, are likely to get.” That is, the 
plaintiff says, a statement of fact. That is a state- 
ment that there was dissatisfaction elsewhere, as 
well as at the Tower Hill Branch, and there is no 
truth in that. No, says the defendant’s counsel, 
that is not so; it is 


A SUGGESTION 


that the Tower Hill Branch is dissatisfied, and that 
other Branches will be dissatisfied also; and that 
is fair comment. And then your attention was 
called to what follows—“ Or, [ am afraid I must 
add, are likely to get.” That is said to be an in- 
timation of a statement of fact—that others had 
applied, and that there was no reason to believe 
that if the men applied they would get what they 
asked for. That is the whole case. Itis for you 
to express your opinion upon the character of that 
article. The newspaper which prefers in this case 
to stand independent, and which, it is argued, has 


NO CONNECTION 


whatever with those who have rebelled against the 
Union, and were endeavouring, it is said, to wreck 
the Tower Hill Branch, the paper now says, “ We 
do not feel called upon to apologise to the plaintiff.” 
The interpretation he puts on this article is absurd, 
and therefore we offer no apology. But we do say 
this, now that we are before the jury, that we have 
investigated the accounts. When? Assoon as the 
article was inserted. Why? No answer is given 
as tothat. But we have investigated the accounts ; 
we do not admit that it was with the object of 
finding out whether or not the imputation of dis- 
honesty was correct, but we now fulty and frankly 
acknowledge that there is 


NOT THE SLIGHTEST GROUND 


for imputing any dishonesty or impropriety of con- 
duct to the Executive Council or the plaintiff, 
That is done you know, at the eleventh hour or 
later, in your presence, and when that intimation 
was made it appeared to me that we had got to a 
point when counsel really can at last agree, and 
where it was to be hoped that a reasonable and 
satisfactory end of the whole affair might have 
been arrived at. But my efforts, seconded by the 
learned counsel on either side—I can answer for 
both of them—have not been successful, and the 
paper—the newspaper—has preferred to take the 
chance of your verdict, and will not flinch, but 
rests its defence upon the ground that you have 
heard from the learned counsel. 


NO APOLOGY 


need be offered, because this, in our opinion, is not 
a slander, this is not defamation. The learned 
counsel for the defence pointed out that the plead- 
ings practically conveyed an apology. Ali the 
pleadings said was you are wrong in saying what 
we wrote attributed to you dishonesty, we do not see 
dishonesty. Well, the pleading is not the place 
that we would look for an apology. Even when 
the investigation had occurred, and the plaintiff 
pointed out that no explanation was offered, no 
apology is offered, no intimation before the case 
came into Court that he would not have to defend 
his character against some charge of dishonesty. 
Those are the matters that are very properly 
brought to your consideration. Ido not say whether 
or not they ought to influence you in determining 
you. On the assumption that you are satisfied that 
your verdict ought to be for the plaintiff, what 
about the damages? There are observations which 
have been made on either side, which I think are 
deserving of your attention—that you ought not to 
allow the 


ANIMUS DISPLAYED 


by the witnesses the defendants have been com- 
pelled to call to influence you in deciding this 
action against the defendants. The men called by 
the defendants have been, many of them, the 


OLD ENEMIES OF THE PLAINTIFF, 


and they have told (and I do not know that it is a 
gratification to the defendants), they have told you 
in cross-examination that they did believe at the 
time that the plaintiff was dishonest, and although 
they heard the statement made by the learned 
counsel after the investigation of the accounts, 
they adhered to that statement, and had the 
gratification of repeating the 


INSOLENT STATEMENTS 


they made abouthim, But, as the learned counsel 
has said, these witnesses he has been constrained 
to call or gut not toinfluence you in Ceuing with 
the damages, and you ought not to allow his clients 
to suffer forthe animus display2d on the part of 











those he now represents. Gentlemen, your a i 
has been called to other matters bonnactea ee 
the question of damages, and you have been asked 
by the plaintiff to bear in mind the way in which 
the case has been conducted by the defendants, It 
has been said that there has been throughout a 
covert attack upon the plaintiff. You will judge 
that—whether these remarks are fair. Certain it 
is that the learned counsel for the defendants has 
conveyed to you that the plaintiff was an objection 
able person, because he was of a tyrannical 
and despotic disposition. I do not know, You 
have seen him in the box. He isan 


UNCOMMONLY ABLE AND INTELLIGENT 
MAN. 


and not likely to be dishonest; not likely to be 
domineering. He has been acting with the Execn. 
tive Council, and you will probably consider that in 
the position that they were in, and that he was in, 
it may be now and then necessary to adopt sum. 
mary measures with the members of the Branches, 
It does not appear to me that in his treatment 
of any of these men it would require that any such 
comment should be made. It is said that Hornsby 
did join the Union for the purpose of doing 
mischief, and therefore the Executive Council and 
the plaintiff were 


JUSTIFIED IN THEIR VERDICT, 


and in insisting on the observance of the rules with 
regard to him—his exclusion. Another observa- 
tion has been made. It has been said against the 
plaintiff that this litigation and a great deal more 
litigation has been carried on by the plaintiff at 
the expense of these poor men. That is very 
strong language used by the learned counsel for the 
defendants, and great indignation appears to have 
influenced him when this topic was submitted to 
him. He expressed himself very forcibly to you, 


Let us 
LOOK FAIRLY AT IT, 


This charge against {the plaintiff, and this 
charge of dishonesty, was calculated to be of 
the utmost prejudice to the Union; and the 
Executive (it may be wrong) held that this 
article was calculated to injure them, and calculated 
to destroy the confidence hitherto reposed in them 
by the seventy or eighty thousand men whohad joined 
the Union. Andit is said, and itis perfectly natural, 
that the Union should defend itself, and that is all 
that is done in this case, There has been no im- 
propriety in conducting this litigation—not at the 
expense ofa man himself, but at the expense of the 
Union. The plaintiff never denied that he had not 
to pay for it himself, Is there anything wrong in 
it? Those were very strong observations that were 
conveyed to you, that this man who had complete 
control over the Union and Uniou’s money—does 
what he likes with the money, 


IS THAT RIGHT 


and fair as an observation that ought to be made? 
Then your attention was called to subsequent 
litigation. Hornsby, you know, was made adefen- 
dant at the Old Bailey, and he got out of those pro- 
ceedings with a fine of one shilling, on the ground 
that he was notexamined. Fortunately for him he 
could not be examined onthe subject. He had got 
from Abbott a most libellous and 


HORRIBLE PAMPHLET 


with regard to the plaintiff. He was charged with 
publishing the libel. A very clever counsel, in 
defending him at the time, told him it was 
Wilson himself that suggested to defendant that 
he should get the paper from Abbott. His con- 
nection with the document was not proved in any 
way ; he pleaded that he ought to be let off for 
a shilling fine, and he was, Another obser- 
vation has been made with regard to oth 
litigation, which, apparently, has not been entirely 
successful, in which the Union has endeavoured to 
put an end to the rebellion of the Tower Hill 
Branch, We need not trouble ourselves atout that. 
Now, gentlemen, these are the matters that are 
called to your attention with the 


QUESTION OF DAMAGES 
that you ought to award in case you come to the 
conclusion that the plaintiff is right. Theres this 
to be said on the other hand. There is no evid nce 
here of any personal malice on the pait of the 
writer of the article. It has not been brought 
home in any way to the author. We do not know 
who he was or is, and I think it possible to adopt 
the charitable interpretation that he did get —< 
mation, although the learned counsel repudiates “4 
from people connected with the Tower Hill Branch, 
that he thought was true. That is no excuse or 


defence, but in dealing with the damages you a 
think it ought to be taken into account, aed the 
induce you to take a sober and just view 0 
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damages to be awarded. —At-the -same~time: the 
proceedings have been, expensive, and.if you think 
the plaintiff is right: in) bringing this case before 
you there ought to-be sucha verdict as will 
indemnify. him from costs, and will show 


YOU ARE: SATISFIED 

there is nothing in his conduct deservirg of the 
reproaches he says are conveyed in the article. 
You must also. bear in mind that the defendants 
fully and frankly did make the statement. that they 
are not imputing any dishonesty to him in the 
affairs‘of this Union. Is, the plaintiff right? If 
you think he is right, what»damages ought he to 
have for the wrong that has been done? 

The Jury retired to consider their verdict at five 
minutes to twelve. At five minutes after twelve 
they returned into Court, 

The Associate ;,Gentlemen, are. you_agreed upon 
your verdict?) 5 eats 

The Foreman of the Jury: We are. 

The Associate: Do you find for the plaintiff or 
the defendant 2 - , 

The Foreman; For the plaintiff. _ 

The Associate: What damages do you award? 

The Foreman: £100. at, 

The Judge: I give judgment now, with costs. 





_ ANOTHER ACTION. 

The learned counsel held a consultation with the 
Judge, after which it was: announced that an 
action by Mr. Wilson against the Shipping Gazette, 
for alleged libel, had: been settled. The. Shipping 
Gazette says that it was settled at the instance of 
Mr: Wilson, who denies “that, and says the settle- 
ment was arrived at ‘by the; mutual agreement of 
counsel on both sides, f 


SEAMEN & SHIPOWNERS. 
STIRRING . SPEECH BY MR. 
GARDNER, 





At. the, meeting of the. Cardiff Branch of the 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, Jan, 19, some remarks 
were made by Mr. Gardner, district.secretary, on the 
present position of the Shipping Federation and 
the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union. He was glad to 
reeruch a magnificent meeting that night, which 
was clear proof of the interest that sailors and fire- 
men were at last taking in themselves, and it was 
a.sign |that they- were now feeling their position. 
He contended that the intent, if not the actual 
words, of the Merchant Shipping Act was, that a 
man to qualify himself as an A.B. had to serve four 
years, and so most clearly recognised the labour of 
an A.B, to be 

SKILLED LABOUR. 


Shipowners were tryinz all and every means in their 
power, legal or illegal, to have Acts passed that told 
in their favour, and none passed or repealed that 
might in any the slightest possible manner 
jeopardize their position, It was the duty of every 
sailor throughout the land go to act and vote, when- 
ever the occasion offered itself, that his position as 
a skilled labourer, requiring as it did, a course of 
four years’ training, should not be held by men, or 
rather boys, who had seen the sea but once. 
Sailors and firemen were not to-day in the position 
they were of old; to-day they had gained the grand 
and glorious freedom thut labour 


. ORGANISATION 


gave them. Let them use it, and they might 
Gepend upon it they would have the ready and 
strong aid of every labour union throughout the 
length and breadth of the land. Some people con- 
sidered that they should have a general strike. He 
did not hold with them there, for nothing would 
Please the shipowners more than.to hear that the 
Sailors and Firemen’s Union had proclaimed a 
general strike. They could not, in his opinion, take 
& more unwise step, for by doing so they would 
po | be playing into their enemies’ hands. Their 
esire should be to save the funds of the Union, 
80 that, should a strike become an absolute 
necessity, and should they be actually driven into 
‘ they would be strong from a pecuniary point of 


View, and . 
IMPREGNABLE 


in numbers to hold their own, nay, more, to gain 
— 4 victory as should for ever paralyse any 
urther movements of their foes. In answer to 
ia statements made a few days ago by a Mr. 
aws, he challenged that gentleman to give the 
aon of 20 pps that signed on Federation crews 
n the Bristol Channel, and, by-the-bye, how came 





they~to drop on that word-Federation? Every 
letter in the word.seems to ring out with con- 
spiracy.. They never could have hit upon a word 
that-was more befitting them, Mr. Laws further 
stated that there were 200,000 sailors and firemen 
in Great Britain and Ireland, but he forgot to 
mention that out of these 60,000 officers and 10,000 
engineers had to be deducted, leaving but 130,000 
sailors.and firemen pure and simple. Looking at 
the calculation in that light, Mr. Gardner con- 
tended that the Union had the majority already, 
and.that that majority was 


CONTINUALLY INCREASING. 


The 80,000 allowed by Mr. Laws to be on the books 


of the Union were fast becoming 1(0,000, if they 
had not already done so. If Mr. Laws had the 
majority why were his agents all along the Conti- 
hental coasts trying to procure foreigners and the 
scum. of the Continent to man (God save the 
mark) the Federation ships? It was all very fine 
for Mr. Laws to play upon the 


CREDULITY 


and gullibility of his friends the shipowners, and 
get upon a public platform and make such 
statements. Mr. Gardner then referred to 
the s.s. Mary Anning, of Hull, which vessel left 
Cardiff with a scab crew. But on her arrival at 
Hull she had to get one of the same company’s 
boats to come alongside of her, and her owners 
succeeded in unloading her cargo by means of 
blacklegs, The cargo of the Mary Anning was 
thus. placed in the other boat, but the millers of 
Hull on hearing this refused to discharge the latter, 
so that she is now e 


TIED UP 


by the nosein Hull. This was the kind of “ victory ” 
claimed by the Federation, and they complain very 
bitterly of this guerilla warfare the Union was 
carrying on, but he was there that evening to tell 
the’ Federation and alt of its friends that the Union 
was gong to carry on this kind of warfare just so 
long as it suited its purpose todo so. Sailors and 
firemen should not be despondent if they heard 
of this and that vessel carrying a Federation crew, 


for on 
THE FEDERATION BOOKS 


in Cardiff on that very day he was speaking, there 
were only 235 names. Mr. Gardner next referred to 
the Fuirplay case, and in the course of his remarks 
stated that he had the great pleasure of being 
present at the hearing of that now celebrated case, 
Three eaceedingly able men were put into the 
witness. box (some of those present knew them 


jwell) and they were so utterly 


DISCOMFITED 


in their attempts to blacken the character of their 
worthy genefal secretary, that he (Mr. Gardner) 
wondered whether they would ever be able to hold 
their heads up fot very shame in decent society 
again; Why the very counsel who had in his 
professional character had a shot at Mr. Wilson at 
Liverpoo], now in earnest and vigorous language 
proclaimed that Mr. Wilson had well done his duty. 
The Judge in his summing-up remarks, and the 
Jury by their verdict, gave the lie direct to the 


CALUMNIES AND LIBELS 


and slanders that have issued from time to time 
against the general nominally, but really against 
the Union which he represents, and these remarks 
and this verdict will not only help to stem the 
muddy tide of falsehood, but also be the means of 
swelling the Union numbers. The great victory 
ought to and will strengthen the minds of members 
and make them believe and trust in their 


LEADER'S HONESTY 


and single-mindedness of purpose, firm and un- 
shaken. In conclusion, he trusted that they were 
all now satisfied with the explanation given them 
by him before, that their (the leader’s) only desire 
was to maintain the Union impregnable in its 
strength and inviolable in its integrity, 


THE death is announced of Captain Robert Wat- 
son at Carthagena, West Indies, on the 8th inst., 
in his 63rd year. The deceased had commanded 
vessels of the West Indi: and Pacific Steamship 
Company for more than a qusrter of a century. 
He was born in Port Glasgow in 1#27. 

-A BOARD OF TRADE inquiry was held at West 
Hartlepool on Jan. 15 and 16 into the stranding of 
the Brooklands (s.), of West Hartlepool. The Court 
found that the vessel was navigated with seaman- 
like care, but that the master, Captain H. Sieve- 
wright was in default, but not the chief officer 
Martin M. Worby; although finding the master to 
blame the Court would not deal with his certificate, 
as he had. paid every attention during the voyage 
for the safety of the vessel. 








IN THE DOG WATCH. 





The very able speech delivered at Cardiff 
on Jan. 19 by Mr. Gardner, the worthy 
secretary of the Bristol Channel district of 
the Seamen’s Union, deserves to be atten- 
tively read, and should go far to cheer and 
strengthen weaker brethren—if such there 


be—who fear the Shipowners’ Federation. | 


After ail the shipowners’ tall talk regarding 
the unlimited number of crews to be had at 
Cardiff, it will astound many to hear that 
on the books of the Federation at that port 
there are but 235 names, while the Cardiff 
Branch of the Seamen’s Union had fully 
9,000 members when we last heard its 


numbers. As that is some time ago, and 
they have since increased, they must 
number fully 10,000 now. 


ooo 


Mr. Young, the Humber District secre 
tary, writes :—“I see you refer, in ‘Dog 
Watch’ gossip, ta my recent controversy 
with Mr. Laws, of the Shipping Federation, 
anent the reduction of wages by them. 
The facts as stated by me were indis- 
putable, as this Branch had five of the men 
who were discharged from the John Dixon 
to maintain while the case was pending. 
When the original articles were produced in 
Court, they contained: the words “to 
end in the United Kingdom or con- 
tinent of Europe between the Elbe and 
Brest.” Ths copy supplied to the crew did 
not contain the words in italics, which was 
the cause of the trouble, as the men were 
under the impression, and rightly, too, 
according to ‘their articles, that they’ 
should be paid off in the United King- 
dom. This matter has been referred 
to the Board of Trade why the crew’s 
copy of articles should so materially 
differ from the other two copies. As, 
to the depression in wages, which was 
the challenge from Mr. Laws, I could bring 
a dozen witnesses who had it from the, 
Dutchmen themselves that their wages 
were only £3 10s. per month, when the 
original crew had been receiving £4 15de. 
Mr. Laws’ repudiation of my facts by tele- 
gram proved nothing. Moreover, Mr. 
Laws did not answer my question as to 
whether the owners of the s.s. John Dixon 
belonged to the Federation. If so, then 
hers is a distinct case of reducing wages 
25s. per month. But what is the use of 
thrashing a dead horse? It is well-known 
the ultimate object of the Federation is to 
reduce wages when they consider they are 
strong enough to do it, which they dare not 
attempt at present, as that would scare the 
blacklegs. But their greatest bugbear 
is the dread of future beneficial maritime 
legislation, of which they have already bad 
a foretaste in the Load-Line Act and the 
Life-Saving Appliances Act. The dread of 
having to face the Union programme of 
abolition of deck-loading, reasonable accom- 
modation and provision for seamen and 
firemen, and other minor items, is the 
great motive for smashing the Union of 
Seamen and Firemen, who are trying their 
hardest to get this legislation passed irre- 
spective of the maintenance of .a fair rate 
of wages, which is not the only raison d'éire 
of their existence. As Mr. Laws has been 
fully dealt with by Mr. Wilson in his speech, 
reported in last week’s Szaranina, I shall 
not attempt refutation of facts and figures 
which could be torn to shreds by any in- 
telligent seafaring man. 
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SEAFARING. 


January 24, 1891; 








SEAFARING MEN 


SHOULD JOIN WITHOUT DELAY, 
AS THE 
ENTRANCE FEE IS BEING RAISED, 


SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN'S UNION 


Great Britain, Ireland & other Nations. 
Telegraphic Address: “ AGITATORS, LONDON.” 
PRESIDENT: 


SAMUEL PLIMSOLL, Esq. 


General Secretary: J. Havelock Wilson. 
Central Office: 19, Buckingham-street, Strand, 
London. 


Among the chief objects of this powerful Union 
aré‘— 

Te obtain reasonable Hours of Duty, and main- 
tain a fair rate of wages; 

To provide for the safety of Ship's Work ; 

To provide a good Class of Men, who shall be on 
board at the appointed time, and in a sober con- 
dition, ready for work ; 

. To provide assistance in case of Illnéss, Accident, 
and Shipwreck ; and 

To provide Legal Assistance for all Claims and 
defences, 

Full particulars may be had of any of the Secre- 
taries, whose names and addresses are :— 

Aaruus.—F. T. Lehmann, Norregade No. 21. 

ABERDEEN.—Jas. C. Thompson, 49, Marischal-street, 
secretary ; J. 8. Watt, Esq., advocate, 7, King 
street, law agent. Meeting, in the Offices, 
49, Marischal-street—contributions, 7 p.m.; 
business, 8 p.m., every Monday evening. 

AmMBLE.—G. H. Guthrie, 27, Broomhall-street, via 
Acklington, 

ANTWERP.— 

ARBROATH.—J. Wood, 17, Ferry-street, Montrose. 

ARDROSSAN.—W. Galbraith, 59, Glasgow-street. 

ARKLOW.—P. Bolger, Main-street. 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS.—E. Clayton, 21, Hindpool- 
road. Meeting, Monday evening, 7 p.m., at office. 

Barry Doox.—J. Harrison, 34, Sydenham-street, 
near Shipping Office, Barry Dock, secre- 

; J. H. Jones, Esq., St. Mary-street, 
Cardiff, solicitor; Dr. Gore, medical officer, High- 
street, Barry; R. R. Golden, Station-road, Barry 
Dock,delegate. Meeting, Thursday evening,7.30, 
at the Barry Hotel, near Barry Railway Station. 

BELFAST.—R. Price, 41, Queen-square. 

BIRKENHEAD.—D, J. Kenny, 12, Taylor-st., sec.; T. 
Burke, outside delegate ; W. A. Tetlow, Esq, 
solicitor. Meeting, every Wednesday at 7.30. 

BLyTH.—James Heatley, 9, Market-street. Meet- 
ing, Tuesday evening, 7 o'clock, at Mr. 
Thompson’s Cocoa Rooms, Waterloo, Blyth. 

Bo’ness.—F. F. Gant, Pierhead.. Office hours, 
9 a.m, to 5 p.m. 

Boston.—Mr. Symonds, Castle Tavern Church- 
street, agent; W. Bennett, 14, South-street, 
King’s Lynn, secretary. 

BRISTOL.—T. J. Dancey, 41, Prince-street, Queen’s- 
square, secretary ; Captain Geo. Cawley,R.N.R., 
president; Dr. Walker, 115, New Cut, medical 
officer; Captain Langdon, 69, Queen-square, 
treasurer; C. Jarman, delegate. Meetings every 
Monday, 7.30, at The Ship, Redcliff Hill. 

BUENTISLAND.—Jas. Moody, 12, Somerville-street, 
secretary, who is to be found at the office till 
9.30 p.m. any night; Alexander Mackintosh, 
Hsq., 41, High-street, law agent. Meeting, 
every Monday evening at 7 p.m. 

OaLcuTTA,—70, Bentinck-street, 

Cagpir¥.—John Gardner, Sailors’ Union Institute, 
West Bute-street, secretary Dr. De Vere 
Hunt, Westbourne-crescent, Canton Bridge, 
near Bute Castle, medical officer; J oseph 
Henry Jones, Esq., St. Mary-st., solicitor. Dr. 
Hunt attends at above Institute daily at noon. 

COPENHAGEN.—Victor Backe, secretary, Scan- 
dinavian Department Office, Ostergade 32 
Thalia; postal address, 10, Classensgade, 
Copenhagen; telegraph address, “ Victor, 
Copenhagen.” Meeting, Wednesday evening. 

CorK.—Michael Austin, 6, Patrick-street. 

Dover.— Albert Martin, 13, Commercial Quay, 
Charlton, sec. Meeting, 13, Commercial Quay. 

DRoGHEDA.—Thos. McKevitt, Quay-st., Dundalk, 
secretary. Agent in Drogheda, T. Fitzgera’d, 
6, North Quay, Drogheda. 

DUBLIN.—M. Bolger, 50, Seville-place, Meet- 
ing, Friday evening, 7.30 p.m. * 

DuMBARTON.—J. MeNee, Kirk-street, agent. 

DoNDALK.—Thos. McKevitt, Quay-street, secretary. 

DuNDEE.—C. W. Millar, Mariners’ Hall, 48, Candle- 
lane, sec. ; Messrs. Cowan & Dunbar, 3, Reform- 
st., Dundee, solicitors. Meeting, Monday, 7.30. 

DUNGARVAN.—P. Power, 5, St. Mary-street. 








FLEETWOOD.—J. Davidson, Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union, corner of Dock and Albert-streets, 
secretary ; F. Addie, Esq., solicitor. Meeting, 
Monday evening, 7 p.m. 

GRAVESEND.—John Degnin, secretary, Plimsoll 
House, The Terrace, Gravesend. Meetings, 
Monday, 7°30 p.m., at same address. 

Guascow.—J. D. Boyd, 13, James Watt-street, 
secretary; R. A. Rennie, Esq., 146, West 
Regent-street, law agent. Meeting, Thursday 
evening, 7.30 p.m., at 102, Maxwell-street. 
Telephone 3184. 

GooLn.—W. R. Chappell, 24, Booth Ferry-rd., Goole, 
sec. ; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., Bowlalley-lane, 
Hull, solicitor. Meetings, Tuesday and Friday 
evenings, 7.80 p m. 

GRANGEMOUTH.—Edwin Cowie, Seamen’s Union 
6, South Charlotte-street, secretary. Office 
hours, 9 am. to 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.) Wm. M. Anderson, Esq., Grange- 
street, solicitor. Meeting, Monday evening, 
at 7 p.m., at office. 

Grays.—_Wm. Wall 18, Charles-street. Meeting 
every Wednesday 7 p.m., at the Queen’s Hotel, 
High-street. Mr James Longman, president. 

GREAT GRIMsBY.—Wm. Young, Unity House, 1, 
Kent-st., secretary; Geo. Ide, outside dele- 
gate; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., Bowlalley- 
lane, Hull, solicitor. Meetings, Monday and 
Friday, at 7 p.m. 

GREAT YARMOUTH.—Charles Albrough, Pier 
Plain, Gorleston. Meetings at 7, Friars-lane, 
every alternate Monday evening, and at 121, 
High-st., Gorleston, every alternate Monday. 

GREENOCK:—G. McNaught, 16, East India Breast. 

HAMBURG.— 

HagwicH.—George Stewart, sec., Ship Inn, King’s 
Quay-st. Meeting, Friday, 7 p.m. 

Hvuitu.—J. Hill, Unity Hall, and 11, Posterngate, 
sec.; T. Carr and A. Clark, outside delegates ; R. 
W. E. Whitehead, Esq.,Bowlalley-lane, solicitor; 
Rev. W.R.Welch, hon. chaplain. Meeting nights, 
Tuesday and Friday, at 7.30, in Unity Hall. 
Office, 11, Posterngate. Fishermen’s Section, 
65, West Dock-avenue; J. Lee, secretary. 
Meeting, Monday, 2.30 p.m. 

Kine’s Lynn.—Wm. Bennett, Seamen’s Union 
Offices, St. Ann-street, secretary. Meeting 
Monday evening, 8 p.m., at Royal Standard, 
County Court-road. 

LEITH.—Robert Smith, Seamen’s Union Offices, 
15, Commercial-street (opposite Shipping 
Office), secretary; W. J. Haig Scott, Esq., 
8.8.0., Constitution-street, Leith, solicitor; 
Gilbert Archer, Esq., J.P., treasurer; Mr. 
James Brown, outside delegate. Meetings 
held on Tuesday evenings, at 7.30 p.m., in 
Lifeboat Hall, Blackburn-buildings, Tolbooth 
Wynd, Leith. Telephone No. 355. 

LIVERPOOL (Branch No. 1).—S. G. Brown, Malakoff 
Hall, Cleveland-square, sec.; George Garrett 
and W. H. Noble, outside delegates; W. 
Atcherley Tetlow, Esq., 8, Westminster-cham- 
bers, Liverpool, solicitor. Meeting, Monday 
evening, 7.30, in Malakoff Hall. 

LIVERPOOL.—(Branch No. 2).—T. Connorty, 133, 
Derby-rd., Bootle, sec.; W. A. Tetlow, Esq., 8, 
Westminster-chambers, Liverpool, solicitor. 

LIVERPOOL (Branch No. 3).—J. Conway, 19, Stan- 
hope-street, South Docks. 

LIVERPOOL (Branch No. 4),—P. Marmion, secre- 
tary, 12, Boundary-street, North End, close to 
Shipping Office. Meeting, Wednesday, 7.30. 

LIVERPOOL (Tug and Ferryboat Branch),— Meeting 
Malakoff Hall, Cleveland-sq., Wednesday even- 
ing, 7.30. Delegate, J. Roscoe. 

LonpDon (Rotherhithe and Deptford Branch).— 
C. Wykes, 2, Chichester Villas; Lower-road, 
Deptford, secretary. Meeting, Monday even- 
ing, 7.30 p.m., at Chicester Tavern. Office 
hours, 10a.m, to 6.30 p.m., and every Thursday 
till 7.30 p.m. R. Mathews, outside delegate. T. 
Watson Brown, Esq., B.A., LL.B., 20, East 
India-road, solicitor. 

Lonpon (Tidal Basin).—F. Fowler, opposite Ship- 
ping Office, Tidal Basin, E. Meeting, Friday 
evening, 8 o’clock. Dr. Moir, 168, Victoria Dock- 
road, medical officer. Telephone No. 5214. T. 

atson Brown, Esq., B.A., LL.B., 20, East 
India-road, solicitor. 

Lonpon (Tower Hill).—J. Wildgoose, secretary, 17, 
King-st. (over Lockhart’s Cocoa Rooms). Meet- 
ing every Tuesday evening, in the office, at 8. 
T. Watson Brown, Esq., B.A. LL.B., 20, 
East India-road, solicitor. 

Lonpon (Green’s Home Branch).—A. Mercer, 5, 
Jeremiah-street, Kast India-road, F., secretary ; 
Dr. Hope,medical officer; T. Watson Brown,Esq., 
B.A LL.B, 20, East India-road, solicitor. 
Meeting, Thursday evening, 8 p.m., at Wade's 
Arms, Poplar. Telephone No. 5213. 

Lonpon (Tug-Poat Branch).—G. Donaldson, 10, 
Cold Harbour, Blackwall, secretary. Office 
hours, 9 a.m, till 4 p.m., and 7 p,m, till 9 p.m. 
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LONDONDERRY.—A. O’Hea, 27, William-street, 

LOWESTOFT.—J. Linder, assistant sec.,4,8t.George’s. 
terrace, Lorne Park-road, South Lowestoft, 

MAtmo.—Axel Danielson, Nérregation No. 33. 

Maryport.—J. Smith Elliott-yard, Senhouse- 
street, secretary, resides on the premises 
where he can be seen at any time, Meeting 
Monday evening 7 p.m. 

METHIL.—Wm.: Walker, Commercial-street, 

MIDDLESBRO’.—George Cathey, Robinson’s Market 
Hotel, Market-place, secretary; Dr Ellerton, 
88, Gosford-street, medical officer; J. J, 
Bentham, Esq., 68, John-st., Sunderland, solici- 
tor; William Jackson, outside delegate, 
General meeting, Monday, 7 p.m., at Robinson's 
Market Hotel committee meeting, Thursday 
evening, at 7 p.m. Telephone No.5127. 

Montrose. — John W 17, Ferry-street, 
Meeting, Monday evening, 7.30, at office. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—John Mansell, 5, Broad 
Chare, Quay-side; H. W. Newton, i Se 
Elliason-place, medical officer ; R. Jacks, * 
King-street, South Shields, solicitor ; Meetings, 
Mondays and Fridays, at Lockhart’s Cocoa 
Rooms, Side, 7 p.m. 

NEWPORT (Mon.).—F. Gilman, 31, Ruperra-street, 
secretary; Dr. Pratt, Ruperra-street, medical 
officer; Digby Powell, Esq., Dock-street, 
soliciter; Mr. G. Campbell, outside delegate, 
Meeting, Thursday evening, 7.30, at Trades- 
men’s Hall, Hill-street. 

NEwry.—D. Lennon, agent, Dublin-road. T, 
McKevitt, Quay-street, Dundalk, secretary. 

PETERHEAD.—T. D. Rennie, 66, Queen-street, sec, 
Office hours, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesdays 8 a.m, 
to2 p.m. Saturdays urgent business only. Meet- 
ing, 50, Broad-st., first Tuesday in month at 8, 

PENARTH.—J. Harrison, 34, Sydenham-street, 
near Shipping Office, Barry Dock, secretary ; 
J. Cox, 26, Clive-crescent, Cogan, Penarth, 
delegate; J. H. Jones, Esq., St. Mary-street, 
“Cardiff, solicitor; Dr. De Vere Hunt, medical 
officer, Westbourne-crescent, Canton Bridge, 
Cardiff, attends daily at the Union Offices, 
Cardiff, at noon, for Penarth members, Meet- 
ing, Thursday evening, 7.30 J Fe An wid 
Hotel, Barry, opposite Barry Railway on. 

PLyMouTH.—D. J. Evans, N. 8. & F. U. Office, 
Forester’s Hall, Notte-st., sec.; F. Ceoil Lane, 
Esq., 1, George-st., Plymouth, solicitor. Meet- 
ings, Tuesday evening, 7 p.m., at the office. 

Port GLAsGcow.—G. McNaught, 16, East India 
Breast, Greenock. 

PortTsMoUTH.—W. Thorburn, 38, St. John’s-road, 
Threatham. 

ROTTERDAM (Holland).—J. R. de Vries, secretary. 
Office, Wester Kade, No. 2, near Sailors’ Home 
and Shipping Office. 

Runcokn.—T. H. Thompson, Waterloo Hotel, Top 
Locks, agent. 

SEAHAM HaRpour.—Richard Raine, Duke of Wel- 
lington Hotel, Railway-street, South. 

SHIELDS (South).—D. Clement, Seamen’s National 
Union Hall, Coronation-street, secretary; G. 
Cowie, assistant secretary; Dr. Robson, 
medical officer, 1, Regent-street ; solicitor, R. 
Jacks, Esq., 72, King-street. Meeting nights, 
Monday at 7 p.m. ; committee meeting, Friday 
night, at7 p.m. Sub-Branch—J. Longin, river 
secretary Redhead’s-buildings, Corstorphine 
Town, near Tyne Docks entrance. Office hours, 
9 till 4. 

SHIELDS (North).—W. Brown, 8, New Quay, 
secretary ; Dr. Robson, medical officer; R. Jacks 
Esq., solicitor. Meeting, Monday, 6.30 p.m. 

SouTHAMPTON.—T. Chivers, Old Skating Rink, Bell- 
st.,secretary; Lieut.Tankerville Chamberlayne, 
R.N.R., Weston-grove, president. Meeting, 
Tuesday evening, 8 p.m. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—E. Page, sec.; John Hodgson, 
Palatine Hotel, treasurer. Meeting, Monday 
evening, at 7 p.m., in the Palatine Hotel, 

SUNDERLAND.—W. Lonsdale, secretary, Prospect- 
row, near Shipping Office. J. Henderson, out- 
side delegate. Meeting, Monday evening, 7 

.m., at Lockhart’s Cocoa Rooms, High-street 
Vest. Dr. Wood, 32, Frederick-street, and 
Dr. Burns, Holy-terrace, medical officers ; J. 
J. Bentham, Esq., 68, John-street, solicitor. 

Swansea.—R. Thomas, Colosseum Hotel, Wind-st. 

WALLSEND.—Septimus Johnson, 17, Third-street, 
Palmer’s Buildings. eo 

WATERFORD.—J. Ayton, 82, Quay. ‘ 

West HARTLEPOOL.—J. Leahy, Russell’s Buildings. 
Meeting, Friday evening, at 7 p.m., at office. 

WExForD.—P. O. Dwyer, Main-street. 

Wickrow.—Thomas Gregory, Main-street. 

WuitTBy.—Paul Stamp, agent, Fleece Inn. 

WHITSTABLE.—J. Donovan, Harbour-street, secre 
tary; J. Tookey, Faversham, agent. 


WHITEHAVEN. 
WoRKINGTON. } John Smith, Maryport. 


Yopenau.—J. Collins, Braun-street. 
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Pp. WOMERSLEY, 


DRAPER, 
OUTFITTER, 
TAILOR, 
HOSIER, 
AND 


SHIRT MAKER, 


89, 83, 84, 87, & 89, Victoria Dock-rd,, 
LONDON, EH. 


ALL KINDS OF 


SEAMEN’S CLOTHING, 


MASTERS & Co. 


THE 


CARDIFF, SWANSEA, AND 
RKEWFORT CLOTHIERS. 


Seafaring men will do well to buy their clothing at 

Masters & Co., who believe in fair dealing, one fixed 

price, and no abatement ; also, being the largest 

buyers of Clothing in the Principality, can sell 
cheaper than smaller buyers. 


MASTERS & CO., 
29 & 30, ST. MARY STREET, 
292, BUTE STREET, CARDIFF. 


MASTERS & CO., 


18 & 19, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 


MASTERS & C0Q,, 


39 & 40, HIGH STREET, NEWPORT. 
THE BEST HOUSE FOR 


SAILORS’ & FIREMEN'S BOOTS & SHOES 


S. VINICOMBE’S, 
11&23, VICTORIA DOCK RD,, E. 
ESTABLISHED 1867. 


MASTERS’ AND MATES’ 
EXAMINATION. 


GRADUATE prepares Candidates for the 
above in Navigation and Nautical Astronomy, 
the science also taught midshipmen and apprentices 
Individual attention. Terms moderate. Address—8, 
Princess Terrace, Greengate, Barking-rd.,London,E. 
toh. Convenient to the Docks. 


NOTICE TO BRANCH SECRETARIES, 
STRIKE AT YOUGHAL. 


(PORT OF CORK.) 


Secretaries are requested to note the names of 
the following vessels, the crews of which have 
struck for an increase of wages. The captains 
intend to form themselves into a crew in order to 
carry the vessels to English ports, where they will 
try to procure men :—Brigantines Mary Hounsel, 
Nameless, Victor, Dei Gratia, Oticilius, Citizen; 
schooners Rob Roy, William 8. Greene, Speedy. 


J. COLLINS, 
Secretary. 


NOTICE TO BRANCH SECRETARIES. 


Watch all Sailing Colliers hailing 
from Dublin; several are manned 
with scabs. 

P. COMERFORD, 
Secretary, Arklow. 


STRIKE IN CORK, 


Secretaries are requested to be 
on the alert for representatives of 
the City of Cork Steam Packet Co., 
who are endeavouring to pick up 
scabs for this port. 


M, AUSTIN, Secretary. 


























SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION 
NOTICES. 


LEVIES. 


TO BRANCH SECRETARIES. 
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The following Branches have unanimously re- 
solved to make a levy of 10s. upon each member 
for a special fund for strike purposes, whereby 
each member who so contributes will be entitled 
to 8s. per week in addition to the strike pay 
sanctioned by the rules. Branch secretaries are 
therefore requested to at once collect the levy from 
all members of Branches which have passed the 
resolution in favour of the same :— 


Aberdeen Liverpool 
Arbroath Loudonderry 
Barry Middlesbro’ 
Birkenhead Montrose 

Blyth Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Bootle Newport 

Bristol Newry 

Cardiff Peterhead 
Deptford & Rothernithe | Plymouth 
Drogheda Seaham Harbour 
Dublin Shields (North) 
Dundalk Shields (South) 
Dundee Stockton 

Goole Sunderland 
Grangemouth Swansea 
Grimsby West Hartlepool 
Hull Whitby 

King’s Lynn 





Levies from non-local members should be 
specially marked on the non-local receipts, and 
remitted each week with non-local moneys. Levies 
collected from local members should also be re- 
mitted to Head Office each week, and entered on 
the income and expenditure sides of weekly 
returns, 

Any Branch which may not already have decided 
upon the levy, can do so by passing a resolution in 
favour of the same, and forwarding it to me, where- 
upon the names of such Branches will be inserted 
in the above list,—By Order, J. H. WILSON, (seneral 
Secretary. 


TO SECRETARIES AND DELEGATES. 

The following is a list of vessels which have 
shipped Federation or blackleg crews: s.s. Bernicia, 
s.s. Newminster, and s.s. Beeswing. All members 
are requested to give them a wide berth until the 
owners concede our demands.—By Order of the 
Executive Council. 








BOOTLE BRANCH. 


The mother of P. Doyle, 1,638, Bootle Branch, 
will be glad to hear any news of him at 105, 
Bangor-street, Bootle, neat Liverpool. 

This Branch has removed to 133, Derby-road, 
Bootle, Liverpool. 


BURNTISLAND BRANCH. 


All Branch Secretaries and Delegates are re- 
quested to keep a look out for Wm. Toshack, fire- 
man, No. 647, of this Branch, who went black- 
legging on the North British Railway at time of 
railway strike, and who is now expelled from the 
Union.—J AMEs MoopIE, Secretary. 


COPENHAGEN BRANCH. 


The office of the Copenhagen Branch is removed 
to Ostergade No. 32, Thalia, Copenhagen.—VicToR 
BACKE, Secretary. 


DUBLIN BRANCH. 


On and after the 30th day of December, 1890, 
any member six months in arrears will be struck 
off the roll of membership, and his name inserted 
in SEAFARING as a non-Union man. And the 
name of any member three months (or 13 weeks) 
in arrear of his contributions, will be posted on 
the black list in the office. And every member 
must have the ten shillings levy: cleared on or 
before the 20th day of March, 1891.—MICHAEL 
BoueGeERr, Secretary. 

On and after Monday, Jan. 12, 1891, all com- 
munications to be addressed to the secretary, 
Michael Bolger, 50, Seville-place. Meeting night, 
every Friday, at 7.30 sharp, at 50, Seville-place, 
Dublin.—MICHAEL BOLGER, Secretary. 


DUNDALK BRANCH. 


Secretaries giving new cards to any members of 
Dundalk, Drogheda, or Newry Branches will please 
send for their correct number and Branch to THos. 
McKEvITT, Quay-street, Dundalk, Secretary. 

















GREAT YARMOUTH BRANCH. 

This Branch has been removed from 121, High- 
street, to Pier Plain, Gorleston, where all. com- 
munications must in future be addressed. Meet- 
ing in future on Monday evening at 7, Friars-lane 
only.—C. ALBROUGH, Secretary. 

Secretaries please note the address of James 
Taylor, No. 21, member Great Yarmouth Branch ; 
his friends anxiously inquires.—C. ALBROUGH, Sec. 

Founp.—A Black Leather Case containing Dis- 
charges, Certificate, and two Cards, the property of 
Mr. James Randall, a member of the Union. The 
above is now lying at the Great Yarmouth Post 
Office.—C. ALBROUGH, Secretary. 


LIVERPOOL BRANCH. 


All sailors and firemen are requested to keep 
away from Garston pending a settlement of the 
present struggle.—WM. NICHOLSON, District Sec. 


ROTHERHITHE - BRANCH. 


Members of the Deptford Branch are requested 
to pay up their entrance fees and contributions at 
once, also the 10s. levy. Any member not comply- 
ing with this notice will be fined accordingly.—C, 
WYKES, Secretary. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Correspondents must write on one side of the 
paper only anything meant for publication, and 
address, not to 36—40, Whitefriars-street, but to 
150, Minories, London, E. All communications 
should be addressed to ARCHIBALD CowrE, 
SEAFARING Office, 150, Minories, London, 
E., to whom remittances must be made pay- 
able. (Post Office Orders at Minories, London, 
E.) The Editor declines all responsibility 
for rejected manuscripts, although wlen stamps 
are enclosed he will endeavour to retura such 
matter as he may be unable to use. 


NOTICES. 
“ SEAFARING,” 

Published every Saturday, price One Penny, 
will be sent to any part of the United Kingdom, 
post free, at the following rates of subscription :— 

Twelve Months ... “a eos 68, 6d. 
Six Months dad eco ee §=38, 3d, 
Three Months _... eve «. Is, 8d, 

SEAFARING will be sent at the same rate, post 
free, to any of the countries comprised in the Postal 
Union. All subscriptions must be paid in advance. 


NOTICE, 


Mr. Plimsoll, who was expected 
to arrive in Liverpool this week, 
had not, on Jan. 20, left America. 
Demonstrations are therefore post- 
poned till further notice. 
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“An uncommonly able and intelligent 
man, and not likely to be dishonest.” That 
is what Mr. Justice Mathew called Mr. 
J. H. Wilson, the general secretary of the 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, in the Court 
of Queen’s Bench, in summing up to the 
jury the case of Wilson v. Fairplay, 
which occupied the attention of that 
tribunal during a great part of last week. 
Much as it may have hurt the feelings of 
his clients, the leading counsel for Puir- 
play—ore of the shipowners’ organs— 
was fain to pay a high compliment to Mr. 
Wilson's ability, courage, and honesty— 
which tribute is ali the more forcible 
not only in that it was from an opponent 
employed to discredit Mr. Wilson, but 
an opponent of high legal standing, 
representing clients who had, with the 
assistance of a chartered accountant, care- 
fully searched the accounts of the Union 
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and had been unable to discover a single 
flaw. The jury could not, of course, do other 
tlian find a verdict for Mr, Wilson, nor the 
judge than award him expenses. Fairplay 
was condemned to pay £100 and costs, esti- 
mated at £400 or £500 more, so that some 
£600 will cover its expenses in the case. 
The £600 represents about three days’ in- 
come to a paperlike Fairplay—tfor, however 
shipowners may underpay the men whorun 
their vessels, they take good care that their 
organs in the Press shall not lack money. 
A fine of £600 on a paper like Fuirplay 
will thus be no more felt than a fine of 
sixpence by a seaman, so that the punish- 
ment, it may be said, is only a nominal 
one. But as Mr. Wilson did not ask for 
punishment, but merely a_ vindication 
of the Union and himself, and both were 
triumphantly vindicated, a nominal punish- 
ment was enough for his purpose. The 
fact that Mr. Wilson is to hand over the 
£100. to. the Seamen’s Widows’ and 
Orphans’ Fund, is itself sufficient evidence 
that it. was not money he sought. From 
not merely the jury by their verdict, and 
the judge by his decision, but even from 
the defendants themselves by their miserable 
excuses, Mr. Wilson has obtained what 
he sought—a declaration before all the 
world that he does not in the least deserve 
the charges of dishonesty which have been 
made against him. It does not therefore 
matter if expelled members or discarded 
officials of the Union should persist in such 
charges, especially as one of these creatures 
admits being in receipt of money from the 
Shipowners’ Federation, while another 
when brought to trial for impudent and 
malicious lies, pleaded guilty in one case, and 
was convictedof libelinasecond. Ifspace 
permitted we should be tempted to com- 
ment upon several interesting points 
brought out in the course of the trial, and 
to ask the defendants « few questions. But 
we must content ourselves with congratu- 
lating the Union on the triumphant vindi- 
cation of its stability, and of its general 
secrebiry’s honesty, which—in spite of all 
‘that the highest legal skill, and all that 
the most searching cross-examination and 
the testimony of enemies could do to dis- 
_credit—has been proved up to the hilt. 
Already this gratifying result is rallying 


more and more seamen to the Union banner,. 


and the shipowners are finding that their 
attacks on Mr. Wilson have made him more 
popular than ever. 





Aw American paper is reminded that Capt. E. P. 
Nichols is again in command of the ship Frank 
Pendleton, through the receipt of a copy of his 
Ocean Chronicle, which he gets up and prints at 
sea as a pastime and to save writing letters, 


CAPTAIN CAMPBELL, who has been associated 
for many years with the Wemyss Bay steamers, 
has been entertained to a banquet in Rothesay, and 
presented with £300 and a plate, on the occasion 
of his withdrawing from the steamboat service. 

THE official inquiry into the stranding of the 
British steamer Orator, of Liverpool, near Briggs 
Reef, Groomsport, co. Down, on Dec. 21 last, was 
held at Liverpool on Jan. 13, 14, and 15, and 
the Court found that owing to a dense fog, the 
master was in default, and was sorry to suspend his 
certificate for six calendar months, but recom- 
mended that he be granted a mate’s certificate 
during that period. 

THE Oardiff pilots are dissatified with the exist- 
‘ing system of superannuation. An actuary some 
‘years ago recommended that the allowance should 
be ten shillings per week, but this was considered 
too small, and double that amount was decided on 
by the executive. Asa result encroachments have, 
it. is eaid, been made onthe accumulated funds. It 
is reported as probable that the Cardiff Pilotage 
Board will be appealed to, having vested in it the 
control of the funds. : 





SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S 
UNION, 





(From Special Correspondents.) 





LONDON DISTRICT: 


One of the greatest victoies for the Union has 
been the resplt of the Fuirplay action at the High 
Courts in favour of Mr. Wilson. As far as the 
returns for this week go they show that the contri- 
butions and entrance-fees of the London Branches 
have more than doubled, and extra assistants have 
been employed to enrol the applicants for member- 
ship. 


The members of Tidal Basin Branch are requested 
to attend at the funeral of the late Bros. Nicholls 
and Cassiday, which will take place next Sunday, 
the 25th inst. 


Last week the Federation officers cbtained a 
crew from the neighbourhood of Tower Hill and 
sent them down to the s.s. Windsor, lying in 
Brown’s Dry Dock at Millwall, where they signed 
articles. When the ship was ready for sea, the 
Federation crew failed to join the ship at the 
appointed time. The master applied toa delegate 
of the Seamen’s Union for men, and the Union 
placed a crew on board at an hour’s notice and 
took the ship to sea, thus saving the owners a day’s 
detention. The owners have not as yet acknow- 
ledged this action of the Union, 


The astern Star, now lying in Regent’s Canal 
with coals from the north, the discharging of which 
has been completely blocked by the Coal Porters’ 
Union, has been deserted by her Federation crew, 
all of whom were dock labourers from the north, 
the steward of her being one of the late officials of 
the Shipowners’ Federation at Sunderland. The 
crew left on Wednesday night for Sunderland by 
rail, well pleased at the treatment they received 
at the hands of the Sailors’ Union, and regretting 
that they had so far forgot themselves as to take 
the places of the Union men, 


The usual weekly meeting of the Green’s Home 
Branch was held at the “ Wade’s Arms” Jan. 20, 
Mr, Curtis in the chair. 150 members were reported 
as joined during the week. It was decided to 
attend the funeral} of a late member Tidal Basin 
Branch on Sunday next. A committee of Messrs. 
Westoly, Hill, Laing, Maltby, Beatter and Curtis, 
were appointed in conjunction with the committees 
from the other London Branches, to arrange for a 
benefit for the widows and orphans of the crew 
lost in the Thanemore. Business of some importance 
kept the meeting till 10 p.m. 


At the usual weekly meeting of the Tidal Basin 
Branch, in the School-room, Jan. 16, Bro. Starkey 
in the chair, after the enrulling of new members 
and the adoption of the minutes, a letter was read 
from the Coal Porters’ Union inviting us to attend 
a funeral of one of their late brothers, on Jan. 17, 
and it was resolved to attend. The following were 
nominated as the Branch committee: Bros. Spald- 
ing, Bishop, Cook,Payne,Clements, Bruce, Starlinck, 
McIntosh, Asbury, Simpson, Hastings, Munro, Con- 
nell, and McLewel. It was resolved-to close the 
nomination with power to add at next meeting. 
There was also a committee elected to see what 
steps are to be taken to help the wives of the un- 
fortunate men lost in the s.s. Thanemore. The 
following were elected, Bros. Payne, Hastings, 
Flanaghan, Simpson, and Bidgood, 


At the Rotherhithe and Deptford Branch meet- 
ing, Jan, 19, at Chichester Tavern, Lower-road, 
Deptford, Mr. J. H. Wilson, general secretary, in 
the chair, the previous week’s minutes were 
accepted, also the financial statement and corre- 
spondence. It was moved by Bros. Cookand Cox that 
all members in arrears be requested to pay up as soon 
as possible, or subject to be fined; carried. It was 
proposed by Bros. Connor and Cox, that Mr. J. H. 
Wilson be elected as representative on London 
Trades Council for this Branch; carried. Mr. 
Wilson then addressed the meeting at some length 
on labour and its interests. A deputation from Tower 
Hill Branch were present asking this Branch to elect 
six committeemen to enable them, with other 
Branches, to get a benefit up for the widows and 
orphans of the missing vessel s.s. Thanemore. Com- 
mittee elected: Wykes, Mathews, Connor, Cox, 
Sullivan, and Howes. A hearty vote of thanks to 
the general secretary and members from Tower Hill 
was accorded, 
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The fight against the Shipowners’ Federation 
still goes on here, stevedores taking the part of the 
Union and the coalies against ships manned by black. 
legs, so that many vessels are now blocked. There 
has been a fight between blacklegs and Union 
men, in which the former are accused of having 
fired a revolver several times and of using picks 
and shovels against the Union men’s fists, It is 
alleged that the police helped the blacklegs with 
drawn staves, and it is expected that the rate. 
payers will have something to say on the subject, 
The shipowners naturally feel inclined to rely upon 
force rather than argument in fighting against the 
Union, and some of their papers boast that they 
have a well-known pugilist employed aboard the 
Scotland, but this is contradicted, In the case of 
the dockers, despite the friction which has occurre. 
considerable progress is being made with the cod 
operative scheme. The employment of non-Union 
men has not been at all satisfactory to the ship. 
owners. Novices often delay the progress of work 
in a most annoying way. The blacklegs aboard 
the Scotland are said to be such a dirty lot that 
they are afraid to venture ashore among decent 
people, who naturally resent having such outcasts 
in their midst. So the blacklegs have to be con. 
fined like lepers, et Pe 


BAS 
The stevedores met on Wednesday at the Wade's 
Arms, ‘Poplar, and decided not to work on ships 
carrying non-Union or blackleg crews, 


It is stated that the Executive of the Seamen’s 
Union is about to charter or purchase steamers to 
run from Hull, and to establish a Sailors’ Home and 
Co-operative Store there. Hull, Newport, Youghal, 
and other Branches have passed votes of confidence 
in the general secretary. 


Mr. J. H. Wilson, general secretary, addressed a 
meeting of the men on Tuesday, Jan. 20, at the 
offices of the Union at Tower Hill, and one at the 
Wade's Arms, Poplar. At the latter place he said— 
We are at present engaged in a stiff fight, ‘but 
a fight which has cost the Shipping Federation, 
who are our enemies, very dearly. Every man 
they put on board-the ships they supply with crews 
costs them 15s. a head before they get there, This 
isthe blood tax they have to cover and guarantee 
to the staff they xeep in order that they may secure 
these crews. You have been told that the ship- 
owners in fighting the Union do not mean a reduc- 
tion of wages. Now this is not true, inasmuch as 
the Richmond Hill firemen signed for a journey for 
£4 10s., whereas you very well know the old price 
was £5. Ihave seen the advance note myself, and, 
therefore, can vouch for its accuracy. Another 
vessel, the John Diwon, although they had 
not arrived home (Grimsby), signed a new 
crew aboard-at- Antwerp at’ £3-5s. per month, 
at the same time having her old crew aboard. 
These are two examples of what the Shipping 
Federation mean to do for you if they get youin 
their clutches. Still, this is notall. It is not.so 
much reduction of wages as legislation for your 
welfare which they wish to stop. With a strong 
Union behind you, they know that you -can drive 
legislation through the House of Commons, ‘bat 
with their rival so-called -free labour organisation 
they will debar you from the Employers’ Liability 
A’t and the eight hours working day if you want it 
extended to you. Let me remind you of the past, 
before you had a Union, and the miserable treat- 
ment you had at sea when you had.to work times 
out of number any amount of hourg without an 
extra penny for your work. Why should you agaja 
be degraded, and suffer again as you have suffered 
in the past? Legislation for the better, preserva- 
tion of life, I contend, is of the utmost importance. 
Annually 3,000 lives, 2,000 of which might be 
saved, are lost at sea. It has been stated that the 
Seamen’s Unicn only numbered 80,000 members, 
whereas there were 200,000 seafaring men, and, 
consequently, the Union was in the minority, The 
numbers were true, but the statements false; 60,000 
of the men were captains, first, second and third 
class mates, 40,000 certificated engineers, and these 
men they wished to belong to a Union of their 
own ; 5,000 were also seafaring carpenters, and to 
these also his previous remark referred. After 
deducting the total number, which was 105,(00, it 
only left 15,000 men who were for the most part 
foreigners, and from whom we have little to fear. 
At Hartlepool and other places they are going to 
insist on the candidates pledging themselves to 
legislation, and would continue doing so. There- 
fore, my advice to you is to fight for the Union at 
all sacrifice. I have to contend with miserable 
slanders, but don’t tolerate them, and don’t be mis- 
led by them. I have had a verdict in my favour of 
£100, but I do not mean to pocket it. I mean to 
give itas a start towards a seamen’s widow and 
orphan fund. In conclusion, all I have to say 15, 
trust in your committees and obey their. orders: 
vote of confidence was passed in Mr. Wilson. 
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~ LIVERPOOL BRANCHES, 


At the general meeting of No. 1 Branch, chair- 
man Mr. A: Duncan, vice-chairman Mr, J. Rogers, 
Mr; H. BR. Taunton gave an explanation in reference 
to the accounts referred to in the resolution passed 
atprevious meeting, proving that everything had 
been carefully gone through to the entire satisfaction 
ofthe gentlemen on the Executive Counci), The dis- 
trict. secretary endorsed what Mr. Taunton had 
stated. The Birkenhead representative on the 
Executive had stated that it occupied 24 days to go 
through the accounts, which was done to their 
eutire satisfaction. It was then resolved that 
after ‘the satisfactory explanation which had 
peen given, the minute of the previous meeting 
referring to the summoning of Mr. J. H. Wilson to 
Liverpool be rescinded. The financial statement 
was d. It was resolved by Mr. Taunton that 
the reception of 8, Plimsoll, Esq., be left in the dis- 
trict secretary’s hands, in conjunction with the 
other Branch secretaries, to make arrangements. It 
was moved by Mr. J. Rogers that after the explana- 
tion given to us by Mr. H. R. Taunton, our repre- 
sentative to the Executive Council, that we give 
him a very hearty vote of thanks; seconded by 
Mr. A. J. Candler, supported by Mr. Wm. Nicholson, 
and carried with three. ringing cheers. It was 
resolved that we improve the office by the required 
alterations necessary for the carrying on of the daily 
business. It was decided that we have a box made 
for the banner, and first ascertain price for approval. 
At this point the meeting assumed a very stormy 
aspect by Mr. M. Ward bringing an accusation 
against Mr. Wm. Nicholson, the district secretary, 
acousing him. of spending £100 without the 
members’ permission. Mr. Nicholson having 
challenged Mr; Ward to prove his assertions by 
moving a resolution against him (Mr. Nicholson), 
it was moved by Mr. H. R. Taunton, seconded by 
Mr: Stewart, that this meeting do hereby condemn 
the action of Mr. M. Ward in bringing before this 
meeting false accusations against our district 
secretary, Mr. W. Nicholson, which he (Mr. Ward) 
has failed to prove, as he refuses to move a resolu- 
tion to substantiate the same, Upon being put to 
the meeting, the same was carried unanimously, It 
was moved by Mr. A. J. Candler, that‘we do not 
entertain the idea as mooted, for Mr. J. H. Lewis, 
of the Grapes Hotel, Mile-street, to receive 10 per 
cent. commission on business transacted for the 
Union; seconded by Mr. Randall; carried, The 
meeting then adjourned. 

The weekly meeting of the Boundary-street 
Branch was held on Jan. 14, at the Union Rooms, 
Mr. Dickinson in the chair, and Mr. Gorman in the 
vice-chair. The business of the Branch was gone 
through in good order. ‘The chairman then gave a 
very able address on the sufferings of the men who 
go down to the seain ships. He pointed out the 
case of the British barque James Hamlin. That 
vessel when reported was in charge of three hands, 
two having died previously, and seven othe.s down 
with fever, and also the case of the Gracie’ Young, 
ina gale on the banks of Newfoundland, and the 
gallant rescue by brave British seamen. He 
pointed this out to illustrate the hardships men 
who go to sea have to put up with. He also 
referred to a back number of SEAFARING, which 
showed the two pictures, the shipowners drinking 
their wine of the choicest braud, and the sea- 
men on board a ship off Cape Horn in a gale, and 
living on their pound and pint. He said that it 
was a true picture of the state of affairs at the 
present time. Mr. Winder then addressed the 
Meeting on the subject of combination, pointing 
out that we had one of the strongest organisations 
in the United Kingdom, and as long as it was 
conducted on true ‘rade Union principles, there 
was nothing to fear; we were bound to wis, no 
matter how many scab Unions the shipowners got 
up. The shipowners of this country were doing 
their best to break up our Union, but so far they 
had not found any success. They had used every 
means in their power to cast ridicule on our leaders, 
but they were as far behind as when they com- 
menced. After a hearty vote of thanks to the 
chairman and Mr. Winder, for their very able 
addresses, the meeting adjourned at 10 o’clock. 

At the meeting of the Tug and Ferry-boat 
Branch, in the Malakoff Hall, Jan. 14, chairman 
Mr. Win. Godfrey, vice-chair Mr. W. Pugh, the 
minutes and financial statement were adopted. lt 
was resolved that all members shall prove them- 
selves members before entering the room by pro- 
duction of card. In the s.s. Gladiator's case, the 
chief engineer having stated the grievance existing, 
namely, that the owners, Messrs. Griffiths & Co., had 
discharged the whole crew on account of their 

aving joined the Union, it was resolved that the 
Secretary write to the Tug-boat Association re- 
questing them to meet a deputation. It was re- 
solved that we allow the sum of 12s. per man for 
one month to the crew of the Gladiator of eight 





men till they obtain work. It was also decided that 
we become affiliated with the Liverpool Trade 
Council. It was resolved that the Old Dicky Sam 
P. B. H, be established as a call-house on Man 
Island. It was decided to add the following addi- 
tional members to the p es:nt committee to act on 
the Working Rules Comn it ee, Mr. Thomas Bowen 
for Newferry steamers, Mr. Jonathan White for 
Eastham steamers, Mr. William Thomas, It was 
resolved that the contributions stay at present rate, 
and that the secretary write the general secre- 
tary respecting same. Proposed that we have bills 
printed requesting all members to keep away from 
the Gladiator till the captain joins the Union. 
Moved as an amendment that the matter be left to 
the delegate; carried. It was proposed that the 
question of entrance-fees for boys be left to the 
working committee. As anamendment, it was pro- 
posed that boys up to 17 pay 2s. 6d. entrance; 
seconded, with the addition that if not able to pay 
it at once they pay it in two instalments ; carried. 

A steward writes:—Does not the feamen’s 
Union embrace the cause of the stewards and cooks ? 
It seems not at Liverpool, when the chief steward 
of the largest cargo steamer of the world gets only 
£5 10s. per month, while firemen get £35. 

We have received the following :—Dear Sir,— 
Would you kindly inform me if it is legal for paid 
officials (delegates) to vote on financial questions 
at the weekly meeting of the r Branch, there being 
no clause in our rules or in the by-laws of the 
Branch to.prohibit it? Please answer through your 
columns.—I remain, yours truly, P. MARMION. 
[Rule 7, Clause 10, says that the secretary shall 
not vote on financial questions, the ground of his 
exclusion being, we believe, that he is a paid official. 
The same objection, we consider, applies to any 
other paid official Ed. SEAFARING. ] 

At the weekly meeting of the Bootle Branch, 
Jan. 20, Mr, J. W. McGovern in the chair, the usual 
business was first gone through, and the secretary 
then placed before the members the expected 
arrival in Liverpool of Mr. Plimsoll, and it was 
decided that this Branch assemble in numbers 
and march down to meet Mr. Plimsol), headed by 
band and banner, in order. to give him the wel- 
come he deserves, (See notice, p. 9.) With regard 
to the proposed reduction of the £3 fine for 
‘*scabbing,” it was moved that a ballot be taken, 
and an amendment was moved that it be left to 
open voting. The amendment was carried by a 
majority of 11 votes. For the reduction of the fine 
there was only two votes, and 11 votes against it. 
This is to be left open for two more meetings, so as 
to get the feelings of the majority of the members. 
Mr. Edwards moved that the secretary write to Mr. 
McKevitt, one of the members of this Branch 
occupying a seat on the Trades Council, who is at 
present in Dundalk, asking him to resign his seat 
on that body, as, owing to his not being in the town, 
the Branch loses a vote; this was seconded by Mr. 
Boag, and carried, The meeting then adjourned, 


GLASGOW BRANCH. 


The weekly meeting of this Branch was held as 
usual in the Typographical Hall, 102, Maxwell- 
street. There was a very large attendance of 
members, and Bro. W. Ross ia the chair. The 
minutes of previous meeting, also of committee 
meeting, were unanimously adopted, as was also 
the return for the week ending Jan. 10. Our 
annual report from the Glasgow United Trades 
Council was next given by the secretary as one of 
our representatives on that body, and was deemed 
highly satisfactory. He also intimated that it was 
desired by the Council that we participate in a 
demonstration on Saturday with the railway 
servants at present on strike. Bro. J. McLean 
moved, seconded by Bro. Howell, that we do not 
participate, As an amendment Bro. Dreghorn 
proposed, and Bro. Dixon seconded, that we do 
take part, also that we take out our banner and 
engage a band to accompany us. The amendment 
was carried with acclamation. As the procession 
was to start from the Albion Hall at 3 p.m., it was 
asked that all wishful to join would do so by 
gathering in front of our office, 13, James Watt- 
street, not later than 2.15 p.m. on the day men- 
tioned. Referring to a circular issued by the 
miners ve the railway strike, it was desired that 
special meetings be called by all Trade Unions 
directly connected with the carrying trade of 
the country, to appoint delegates to attend 
a meeting on Saturday to discuss a resolution 
submitted in favour of all trades mentioned to co- 
operate with the railway servants with a view to 
bringing to a more speedy settlement the present 
railway crisis. As our members did not seem to 
favour this scheme, it was proposed by Bro. Bryson, 
and seconded by Bro. Hill, that our secretary be the 
delegate to attend that meeting, and that he be 
instructed to vote against the resolution. This 
was unanimously approved of, The secretary then 
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intimated that az there were at. presenta. good 
many members idle, he purposed if it was the will 
of the members to take by.contract a few vessels 
presently lying up to ship their hulls, and he pro- 
pounded a scheme whereby the large majority 
presently idle would be supplied with work, and 
during the time they were working they should be 
in receipt of a fair allowance for their keep, until 
such time as the contracts could be finished, the 
Branch to defray all expenses while the work was 
being carried on. After several members had their 
say on this question, it was unanimously agreed to, 
the secretary to do allin his power to secure the 
contracts. Our brother in the chair then gave a 
short address on the benefits accruing from Trades 
Union. The meeting afterwards closing with 
harmony. 


CARDIFF BRANCH. 


At the usual Branch meeting Jan. 19, the minutes 
were read and adopted, also the financial account. 
Reference were then made by Mr. P. Clippett to a 
suggestion made by the committee in forming a 
temporary Burial Fund. There have been lately 
several members of the Cardiff Branch buried, who 
were not in the Sick and Burial Fund, and therefore 
not entitled to benefits of that fund. These mem- 
bers not having any friends or relations, the 
expenses had to be borne by voluntary contributions 
collected at the general meetings. Mr. Clippett, 
therefore, considered that if every member of the 
Cardiff Braneh who was not in the Sick Fund 
were to contribute twopence per year towards the 
proposed fund, it would enable quite sufficient to 
be collected during the year to pay for all expenses 
incurred at the time of the death of a member. 
Mr. Harrison moved, “That every man who is 
willing to contribute his twopence per year towards 
a temporary Burial Fund shall be buried out of 
that fund, but any member who does not ¢ontribute 
towards that fund, he shall not participate in the 
benefits; seconded by Bro. Donaldson, and carried, 
Reference was then made to the firemen of the 
s.s. Brampton, who were not present to answer the 
charge of drunkenness brought against them by the 
captain. As we are ready to condemn the action of 
the owners if they do what is not right, itis our duty 
to condemn the action of our members when they 
fail to do their duty, which they must remember 
that they have always to perform, and are bound to 
fulfil the contract which they sign. The delegate 
of the vessel was therefore asked to give his report, 
which was read to the meeting, and after heari 
the same our secretary considered that we coul 
safely reply to the captain telling him that after 
due consideration we had come to the conclusion 
that it was not so much the fault of the men as it 
was of those placed in his confidence. Ifthe cook 
had been there to give the men tkeir food, no doubt 
the unpleasantness would not have occurred, and 
had the men not done their duty or been incom- 
petent, he would not have been so ready to take 
them back. An able speech delivered at this meet- 
ing by the district secretary, Mr. Gardner, is 
reported on page 7% 

It is stated’ by a shipowners’ paper that the 
Cardiff Branch have passed a unanimous resolution 
declaring that the time has arrived when defensive 
measures should be taken in view of the policy of 
the Shipowners’ Federation, and calling on the 
Trades Council to assist them in blocking all ships 
opposed to the Union. 


GRANGEMOUTH BRANCH, 


At the usual meeting, Jan. 20, in the absence of 
the president, Mr. W. Black was voted to the chair, 
and the minutes were adopted. The case of two 
members was then laid before the meeting, they 
having gone to Bo’ness and signed in a steamer 5s. 
under wages, the wages being £4 15s, all round at 
Grangemonth at the time, and having been so for 
the last seven months, and we still mean to main- 
tain the present rate. It was resolved that the 
said two members be fined 5s, The income and 
expenditure, also the quarterly balance sheet, were 
considered very ‘atisfactory and unanimously 
adopted. The setretary then addressed the mem- 
bers on the benefit the members would derive from 
the levy of 10s., likewise the reasons for the in- 
crease of the weekly contributions of the members 
of this Branch. The majority are thrown out of 
employment by the railway strike, the regular 
traders being laid up through the same, work being 
completely at a standstill and a great many men 
idle. The members were pleased to hear that our 
general secretary had caused Fairplay to pay the 
piper. A unanimous vote of unabated confidence 
was then passed in our general secretary, Mr. J. H. 
Wilson. The meeting then terminated at 9.45, 
being fairly well attended. Income for the quarter 
ending Dec. 27, 1890: Contributions, £97 19s. 83d. ; 
entrance fees, £24 8s. 2d, There is also a good 
balance in bank. 
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NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE BRANCH. 


At the general meeting, Jan, 16, Mr. Jackson in 
the chair, the minutes having been adopted, Mr. 
Jackson said that he had written to SEAFARING 
correcting the statement which had been made to 
the effect that the Newcastle Branch were paying 
the levy, but the editor had not corrected it. The 
correspondence having been accepted, Mr. Nichol- 
son said that a great demonstration would be held 
on Sunday, for the purpose.of protesting against 
the action of the Scotch railway officials. He 
hoped all the members who could possibly attend 
would be at the demonstraticn. 


, (If Mr. Jackson will refer to page 12 of last 
week’s SEAFARING he will see that we did insert 
his correction. Perhaps he means we did not strike 
Newcastle out of the list advertised on page 9. If 0, 
we must point out that-as that is an advertisement 
signed by the general secretary, any alteration of it 
must come from him.) 


At the general meeting, Jan. 19, Mr. Jackson in the 
chair, the minutes and correspondence were adopted. 
A member of the Shields Branch app 'ied for assist- 
ance to Middlesbrough, stating that he had walked 
from Blyth. After some discussion, it was resolved 
that the delegate get the ticket to Middlesbrough. 
It was resolved that the entrance fee be"12s. for 30 
days, and that the first instalment be 5s., and then 
2s. .6d. per week. It was also resolved that all 
members in arrears be struck out if they are not 
clear in the same 30 days, the same to be printed 
on the bills. Mr. Gibson spoke regarding a 
member named Thomas Beattie, who had been sick 
for twelve months, and said that he thought some- 
thing should be voted out of the funds for him. 
After a good deal of discussion, 10s. was voted to 
him till next week. A collection was made 
realising 5s. 23d. 


With reference to the report in last week’s SEA- 
FARING that a resolution was passed that in the 
event of Mr. Robinson being elected district secre- 
tary this Branch would not acknowledge him as 
such, Mr. Robinson writes to us:—According to 
the ruling of the Executive Council the election 
was illegal, therefore, I shall not serve the Union 
in that capacity, but as a member of the Union, 
and one not afraid to do his duty in any position 
which may be assigned to me, I hope that the 
members in Newcastle Branch will not lose sight 
of the fact that ours is a common cause (not an 
individual one), and that so far as I am concerned 
I intend to do my duty in the future as well, if not 
better, than in the past, and no one Branch of this 
colossal Union need attempt to show me how I 
shall perform my duty, or whether they will recog- 
nise me in this or that position. One thing I hope 
they will do, and that is to recognise me asa 
member of a Union which is not established for 
petty jealousies between individual members or 
Branches, but for the common good of all who are 
good and true Trade Unionists, 


SUNDERLAND BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting, the secretary said 
that every member ought to feel gratified at the 
result of the trial in London, but of course the 
98 will think itself very much hurt that it has 

ad to pay for putting its knife into Mr. Wilson. 
He had also to report that the steamer Eastern 
Star was hung up in London. This steamer left 
the port of Sunderland with only two of a crew on 
board, and laid for over 24 hours in the Roads, 
Every man here is determined to stand out to the 
utmost in their power to defeat the Federation. 
The meeting was addressed at length by Mr. J. B. 
Lee on the present position of the Union. He said 
th<t it was evident we had unscrupulous persons to 
‘contend with in the shape of crimps, prostitutes, 
and others. The meeting was also addressed by 
Messrs. Lonsdale, Henderson, and others, on topics 
of the Union and the shipowners, 


BARROW-IN-FURNESS BRANCH. 


At the weekly meeting, Jan. 19, few of the mem- 
bers were present, most of them being on the trial 
trip of the Empress of India, at- Liverpool; but 
we had a very welcoe surprise by seeing about 
twenty-six members belonging to the Glasgow 
Branch, who. are here on a steamer taking in part 
cargo to proceed to London. Mr. A. McGregor 
was elected to fill the chair; Bro. J. Hunt in the 
vice-chair. Minutes having been passed as read, and 
other matters connected with the Branch satis- 
factorily settled, the real business of the evening 
began’by discussing labour in a'l its interest-. It 
was carried on until 10 o’clock in the most friendly 
manner. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
Mr. McGregor and the othér members for their 
kind and friendly visit.. Such visits seem to spur 
one op, as sipce the dockers’ strike shipping has 





been, and is still, very quiet, there being no signs 
of a settlement. I am sorry to have to record the 
first vessel getting away from here with a scab 
crew, though only going by the run to Cardiff. 
Onr men refused to go on day-pay. As the boat is 
going to lay up, they would be left in the lurch; 
but the kind-hearted mate would get them a job 
ina federation boat when they got there. Where 
he picked up the scum of the earth he took with 
him I don’t know, but some looked like navvies. 


WEST HARTLEPOOL BRANCH. 


The usual weekly meeting was held Jan. 16, Bro- 
Duneclift in the chair, when a new member was 
enrolled. Amongst the correspondence read were 
letters, one from Mr. J. H. Wilson, another from 
Mr. T. M. Walsh, bearing on the present Parlia- 
mentary contest in this borough. Two members 
accused of scabbing were present. After hearing 
their statements, Bro. Beard moved the matter 
stand over pending further investigation, seconded 
by Bro. Wilson, and carried. Moved ty Bro. 
Newell, seconded by Bro. O’Neill, “ That T. Therston 
who was brought out of the Hastern Star receive 


Y strike pay,” carried. It was next moved by Bro. 


Yeates, that all members in compliance, who had 
lost their effects through the disasters to the 
s.s. Carrie and Norway, receive shipwreck claims, 
seconded by Bro. Phelps, and carried. 


BIRKENHEAD BRANCH. 


At the weekly meeting, Jan. 14, Mr. S. Clegg 
acting as chairman, Mr. H. Stading as vice-chairman, 
the minutes, correspondence, and financial state- 
ment were accepted, after considerable discussion 
respecting a letter received from Mr. Shepherd (late 
secretary of this Branch). A debate took place 
respecting the present rate of wages, and it was 
decided that the present rates of wages he con- 
sidered by the committee, when it is expected some 
slight alterations will be made. The newly-elected 
secretary dwelt at some length on the progress of 
the Branch since its establishment, complimenting 
the members for the assistance they had rendered 
the officials of the Branch in the performance of 
their duties, at the same time expressing a hope 
that the members would continue to render all 
possible assistance in the future as they had done 
in the past, thereby keeping *the Branch up to the 
standard it had already attained. The newly-elected 
Celegate then thanked the members for the honour 
conferred upon him, and sincerely trusted to be able 
to satisfy the members during his term of office. 
The expense incurred at the funeral of Bro. G. 
Thomas was approved of, on the motion of Bro. T. 
Burke, seconded by Bro. J. Walsh. The following 
vote of sympathy was then passed:—“ That we, 
the members of the Birkenhead Branch of the 
N.A.8.&F. Union, do hereby tender our sincerest 
sympathy to the family of the. late G. Thomas.” 
After a hearty vote of thanks to the chairman the 
meeting adjourned. 

At the committee meeting, Jan. 19, Mr. J. Gill in 
the chair, the minutes, correspondence, and financial 
statement were read and accepted. The quarterly 
balance-sheet for the quarter ending Dec. 31, 1890, 
was then submitted, and after considerable dis- 
cussion, it was moved by T. McCarthy, seconded by 
P. Creamer, that the discussion re the quarterly 
balance-sheet be adjourned till Wednesday night 
for the consideration of the general meeting, and 
on being put to the meeting, was carried.. On the 
motion of H. Stading, seconded by P. Creamer, the 
suggested alterations of office by the secretary was 
recommended for the consideration of the next 
general meeting, 


PETERHEAD BRANCH. 


This has been a week of rejoicing in Peterhead- 
First, we have the expected news that our general 
secretary, Mr. J. H. Wilson, has got fair play by Mr. 
Justice Mathew and a special jury. Fairplay will 
require to play far more fair in the future. There 
is not the least doubt but our secretary has been 
slandered even as far north as the most northern 
Branch ‘of Scotland. I was sbown a letter written 
by a jourral reporter in London, dated some nine 
months ago. ‘lhis fellow had not time to writea 
long letter, because he was going to expose to the 
world the doings of our Union. Poor scribe! If 
he has been waiting a‘] this time for this great 
collapse, he must be getting weary, and, 
perhaps, his informers have been hoodwinking 
him. Nevertheless, this letter was shown me for a 
purpose, and that was that I should be careful of 
getting connected with such an undertaking; but 
it “didn’t fetch.” I used my best tactics and 
closed my record in the first week in Oc tober at Glas- 
gow, heaving all subordinates overboard, and taking 
my cue direct from the central office in London. 
Second, the Executive have granted their support 





to the seal and whale fishermen, and concur in their 
new scale of wages. No seamen require more pro- 
tection than our Greenland sailors. For years they 
have been at a wage sometimes amounting to 
£2 10s. per month, and young men can be found at 
25s. to 30s. per month. The owners may be very. 
thankful to get off with the small rise in our 
monthly pay. Of course, the oil, skin, and bone 
money will be easily paid according to results ; and 
yet the A.B.’s have only the half-wages of our 
cargo or passenger boats. Which means that if a 
whaler be away five months and come home un- 
successful the A.B. will be paid off with £12 10s, 
less than his chum who did not speculate in that 
way. I will take this opportunity of reminding the 
members that no strike money can be paid to any 
who are three months in arrears, see Rules ; also no 
arrears will be taken after a strike may occur if it’s 
for the purpose of receiving benefit therefrom, 
Also those who have not paid the 10s. -levy cannot 
expect to get 183. per week, along with those who 
have paid or have commenced to At all 
events our members have resolved to go South if the 
reasonable demand be not conceded. List of score 
of wage for Dundee and Peterhead vessels :— 
Newfoundland sealing voyage,—Bo’sun: monthly 
wages, £3 10s.; oil money, Is. 6d. per tun; skin 
money, 5s. per 1,000. Sk:=man: monthly wages, 
£3 10s.; oil money, 2s. 6d, per tun; skin money, 
5s. per 1,000. Fireman: monthly wages, £3 10s.; 
oil money, ls. 6d, per tun ; skin money, 5s. per 1,000, 
A.B.’s: monthly wages, £2 15s.; oil money, 1s. 3d. 
per tun; skin money, 4s. per 1,000. Greenland and 
Newfoundland whaling and sealing voyage.— 
albeit Jor oct w: monthly wages, £3 15s.; oil 
money, 7s. 3d. per tun; skin money, 13s. per 1,000; 
bone money, £5 per ton. Bo’sun: monthly wages, 
£3 10s.; oil money, 3s. per tun, skin money, 7s. 6d. 
per 1,000; bone money, £3 per ton. Harpooner: 
monthly wages, £3 5s.; oil money, 6s. 9d. per tun; 
skin money, 13s. per 1,000; bone money, £5 per 
ton, Fireman: monthly wages, £3 5s. ; oil money, 
6s. per tun; skin money, 5s. per 1,000; bone 
money, £3 per ton. Boat Steerer: monthly wages, 
£3 ; oil money, 3s. per tun ; skin money, 7s. 6d. per 
1,000; bone money, £3 per ton. Line Manager: 
monthly wages, £2 15s.; oil money, 23. 6d. per 
tun; skin money, 6s. 6d. per 1,000; bone money, 
£2 10s. perton. A.B.’s: monthly wages, £2 10s. ; 
oil money, 2s. 3d, per tun ; skin money, 4s, 6d. per 
1,400; bone money, £2 per ton. O.S., first year: 
monthly wages, £1 5s.; oil money 1s, per tun ; skin 
money, 2s. per 1,000; bone money, 10s, per ton. 
O.8., second year: monthly wages, £1 10s.; oil 
money, 1s. 3d. per tun; skin money, 2s. 6d. per 
1,000; bore money, £1 per ton. O.S., third year: 
monthly wages, £1 15s. ; oil money, 1s. 6d. per tun ; 
skin money, 3s. per 1,000 ; bone money, £1 10s. per 
ton. O.§8., fourth year: monthly wages, £2; oil 
money, 2s. per tun; skin money, 4s. per 1,000; bone 
money, £1 lis. per ton. All other grades 10s. per 
month up, and half more than last rate of oil money. 
The following resolution was unanimously agreed 
to :—*That no member join any vessel which may 
leave Peterhead for the seal and whale fishing, 
where non-Union men are employed. The exemp- 
tion being Board of Trade certificates (seamen or 
engineers) old men or boys, or any who the com- 
mittee may think have not any special calling. 
That, if necessary, a delegate be on board each 
vessel, and enrol members who may ship else- 
where, and that each member so enrolled belong to 
Peterhead Branch, also that an order be made by 
the new member to the master or owners to pay the 
entrance fee, weekly payments, and levies, at the 
port of discharge.” 


SOUTH SHIELDS BRANCH: 


At the usual weekly meeting, Jan. 19, Mr, ¥ 
Clement in the chair, after the adoption of the 
minutes, the secretary read from the committee 
minutes that seven new members had_ been 
made for the week, that four shipwrecks had been 
paid, and that four members were on the sick fund. 
Correspondence was read from Mr. J. C. Stevenson, 
M.P., promising to be in his place on the day 
mentioned in the House of Commons to support 
Mr. Chailes Bradlaugh, M.P. Discussion was 
brought on about the present donkeyman of the 
s.s. Luxor engaging in that vessel under wages, 40 
the above-named man will be dealt with. A member 
made a complaint about the s.s. Nirman and 8.5. 
Esk having “scabs” on board, to give a hint to 
the owners. The case of the s.s. Prudentia was 
discussed, where the men were signed on board, 
whereby the ship has been detained. It was moved 
that we subscribe £25 to the railway workers in 
Scotland. Moved as an amendment that we give 
£50 to railway workers in Scotland. The amend- 
ment was carried, Mr. Shelly addressed the meet- 
ing on the confirmation of all Trades Unions. 

Shipping is a little brisker now; wages well 
maintained at the Union rates. 
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YOUGHAL BRANCH. 


All prospects of an immediate settlement of the 
seamen’s strike at this port are now at anend. On 
Wednesday, Jan. 14, which brought the fourteenth 
week of the strike to a close, negotiations were 
entered into between Mr. Collins, secretary of the 
Seamen's Union, acting on behalf of the men, and 
Mr. Fleming, shipowner, acting on his own 
behalf, and on behalf of the other shipowner, Mr. 
R. Farrell. The negotiations continued throughout 
the entire day, and towards evening it appeared as 
if matters would be amicably arranged. However, 
a greater disappoin' ment than that in store for those 
desirous of seeing this unprecedentedly long strike 
terminated could not be well imagined. Terms of 
agreement were reduced to writing, the men 
agreeing to accept an advance of 10s. per month, 
tut no food to be supplied to them whilst in 
Youghal Harbour. Mr. Fieming expressed his 
willingness to sign the agreement if the other ship- 
owners would do likewise. The secretary im- 
mediately waited on the men who were assembled 
in the Union Hall, and informed them of the result. 
The men then dispersed, and later on re-assembled 
in the hall to learn the decision of their employers. 
This decision, however, was not made known until 
the following evening, when Mr, Fleming informed 
them that they had decided not to give any advance, 
but would be willing to take the men back at the 
old figure, whereupon it was unanimously decided 
to fight the battle out to the bitterend. The secre- 
tary announced his intention of visiting Mr. Wilson 
should the strike continue much longer, and he was 
certain after his interview with that gentleman 
there would be very little possibility of defeating 
the seemen of Youghal in their present struggle. 


DROGHEDA BRANCH. 


At the general meeting, Jan. 16, the result of the 
election of officers was read by the secretary, the 
president being called to take his office amongst 
cheers. The following committee answering to 
their names: Messrs. P. Lennord, G. Bagnall, P, 
Morphy, T. Smith, P. Morgan. The secretary ex- 
plained that there were three equal votes for com- 
mittee, and he wanted the meeting to decide by 
their votes which one was entitled to be elected, 
whereupon Mr. Louth moved that Mr. O. Corrigan 
be the one; seconded by P. Lennord. Mr. Morgan 
moved that Mr. Hy. McQuirk be on the committee ; 
secondei by Mr. George Brown; Mr. H McQuirk 
getting 12 majority, and the chairman declared him 

uly elected. After confirmation of minutes, the 
reading of correspondence was taken, amongst 
which was the resignation of the vice-chairman, 
whereupon the chairman declared Mr. P. King, who 
had the next highest of votes, as vice-chairman. 
Complaints from the pilots having been discussed, 
it was moved by Mr. P. Morgan that they be all 
summoned to attend the next meeting with a view 
of settling the grievance that exists amongst them ; 
seconded by Mr. Murphy and carried. Next, the 
chairman read a letter from P. Garvey, who was 
before the last meeting and fined in the sum of 10s. 
After hearing what he had to say, the secretary 
stated that if he was not satisfied with the decision 
of the members and committee he could appeal to 
the Executive Council, and if he was not satisfied 
with their decision he could appeal to the 
Annual Congress that would be held in 
London in Nov. next. He accepted the decision of 
the Branch, and will pay five shillings each 
week. Mr, Hammond was accepted as member of 
this Branch. Next came the shipwreck claim of a 
member named J. O’Rourke, wrecked in the s.s. 
Thrisley, he having lost his clothes. Mr. Morgan 
moved that it be left over until next meeting for the 
member to attend and explain to the satisfaction of 
the committee; seconded by T. Smith, and carried. 
Next came before the meeting the case of the crew 
of the s.s, Colleen Bawn, that sailed two hands 
short in defiance of the agent. Mr. P. Lennord 
moved that they be summoned to attend the first 
meeting and answer for their conduct for sailing 
two hands short after they were cautioned not to 
Proceed in her; seconded by G. Bagnall, and 
carried. Mr. F. Finnigan moved that the best 
thanks of this meeting be accorded to our new 
c for the very able way that he conducted 
the meeting ; seconded by Mr. O’Brien, and carried 
with acclamation. [In last week's report of the 
Drogheda Branch the committee of the Dundalk 
Branch was placed in Drogheda, and vice versi.] 


WATERFORD BRANCH. 


At the usual meeting, the president, Bro Wm. 
McMillan, presiding, after the minutes of the pre- 
Vious getieral and committee meetings had been 
confirmed, and the auditors’ report had been 
accepted, a discussion ensued regarding the case of 
— v. Hornsby, and it was resolved, amid 

earty Irish cheers, that the secretary write to Mr. 


ileon, conveying him a hearty vote of thanks for 





the valuable services he has rendered to the seamen 
of this country by founding the N.A.S. & F. Union, 
and expressing our unabated confidence in him as 
our leader. It was also proposed and seconded 
that we accept the explanation of the assistant 
general secretary, Mr. W. M. Maxwell, and express 
our thanks to him for the able manner in which he 
had shown how the differences arose as between 
Branch and Branch account and Branch and head 
office account, which was also carried unanimously. 
After the passing of the above the secretary told 
the members present how the difference occurred as 
between the Middlesbrough Branch and the head 
office account. He being a member of that Branch 
and being appointed one of the auditors, he had the 
opportunity of examining the books, vouchers, and 
receip's, etc. He said that the great strike in 
Glasgow, when our Union was young and struggling, 
a draft of £50 was forwarded to enable our 
brothers to continue the strike, which was, 
of course, a Branch and Branch account, 
and therefore did not pass through the head 
office. He then alluded to the tacticsemployed by 
the agents of the Shipping Federation, and dis- 
carded Union officials, who, after posing as martyrs 
to the cause of the Union, showed their hands by 
doing their utmost in the interests of the ship- 
owners by supplying scabs to their so-called Free 
Labour Unions, and by throwing dirt at the most 
tried and trusted officia's of the National Seamen’s 
Union, which only had the effect of further 
cementing our members together, and strengthening 
confidence in our leaders. It was also proposed by 
Bro. Coady, seconded by Bro. Day, that we pass a 
hearty vote of thanks to our Grand Old Man, 
Samuel Plimsoll, Esq, for his noble and self- 
sacrificing efforts in the emancipation of our class, 
and the numerous benefits he has conferred on all 
seamen under the British flag, by championing the 
cause of the Union; carried unanimously, with 
three ringing cheers. The meeting then adjourned. 


DUBLIN BRANCH: 


At the usual weekly meeting, Jan. 16, Bro. 
Francis Roche in the chair, the minutes, finarcial 
account and correspondence were passed. The 
chairman alluded to the successful strides the 
financial account of the Dublin Branch was making, 
and said that it reflected the greatest credit on 
the way the secretary, Bro. M. Bolger, was 
carrying on the working of the Branch. The 
secretary made a suitable reply, and refe-red to 
the assistance he had received from the assistant- 
secretary and the outside delegate. He had great 
pleasure in proposing a vote of thanks both to the 
assistant-secretary and cutside delegate for helping 
to build up the financial account, This was seconde4 
by Bro. Kavanegh, and carried unanimously. Bro, 
Brian’s case was reopened re his application for his 
card _to be kept clear. The secretary ex- 
plained that Ru'e 20 only applied to members 
who were members of the sick and burial fund ; 
passed. Bro. H. Thomas laid a complaint against 
Bro. Patrick Brady that he left his job of winching 
corn to go ani shift the s.s. Kangaroo into dock, 
and that he put a man in his place at the winch, 
and deprived a sailor of the tide’s work. Aftera 
long discussion it was resolved that the complaint 
be adjourned, and Bro. Braiy be summoned to the 
next meeting. The a-journed complaint of the 
engineer of the s.s. Captain Parry against Bro. 
Donnelly was then gone into. Bro. Donnelly ex- 
plained that he was late turning to work through 
an accident, and a3 some of our brother members, 
who were his shipmates, stated that he was a very 
steady fireman, it was, after some discussion, re- 
solved that as this was the first time a complaint 
was laid against Bro. Donnelly, that he be cautioned 
that if it occurred again he would be heavily fined, 
and that we now pass a vote of censure on Bro. 
Donnelly ; passed: The chairman then addressed 
the meeting at some length, and the meeting 
terminated. 


WICKLOW BRANCH. 


A new Branch has just been opened at Wicklow 
by Mr. Donnelly (late secret ry Greenock Branch), 
now organising secretary for Ireland. Several 
successful meetings have been held, at one of which 
two of the shipowners who have shown a desire to 
deal amicably with the men have attended. Nearly 
all the Wicklow men appear to have joined and 
welcomed the Union. A circular has been sent to 
the shipowners stating the rates of remuneration 
demande by the Union,as follows :—Mates’ wages 
for vessels carrying 130 tons and upwards dead- 
weight, £4 per month. Able seamen, per do, 
£3 10s, per do. Ordinary seamen, per do, £2 1s. 
per do. Mates’ wages for vessels under 120 
tons deadweight, £3 15s. per month, Seamen as 
above. Boys as per agreement. Almost a’l the 
shipowners have sign fied their intention of comply- 
ing with the request of the sajlors. 





MIDDLESBROUGH BRANCH. 


At the general meeting, Jan. 19, Mr. James 
Mucklow, president, in the chair, Mr. William 
Bowden in the vice-chair, there was a full attend- 
ance of members, A letter was read from head 
office containing a receipt for £399, being our dues 
to head office up to September last. A letter was 
read complaining of a member of this Branch 
named Thomas Butler, on account of his behaviour 
to the secretary and outside delegate at Barry. It 
was moved and seconded that he return the sick 
money and pay a fine of 2s. 6d. The correspon- 
dence was accepted. A member named Fred 
Nyberg was fined £3 for shipping with Federation 
men in the s.s. Swedish Prince. J. Prior, Edward 
Allen, and Ed, Wilson were each fined 5s. for ship 
desertion, the former from the s.s. Glenmore. The 
two latter from the s.s. Congo in New Orleans, 
complaint having been laid by the crew on their 
arrival in Middlesbrough. We hope that this 
will be a warning to all good Union men to stick 
to the rules. Thesecretary stated that the amount 
of tickets sold by the members of this Branch for 
the concert so generously given by Mr. Valentine 
Smith, in aid of the widows and orphans of the 
late crew of the s.s. Bear, of this town, amounted 
to £6 17s. 6d., and also that this Branch tenders its 
heartfelt thanks to Mr. Valentine Smith and the 
public generslly, for the manner in which they 
have acted on this occasion. The Branch has 
issued a number of printed subscription lists to 
various other Branches, which we hope they will 
push forward as early as possible, as there are some 
urgent cases which must be dealt with at once. It 
was resolved that the usual shipwrecked benefit be 
paid to relatives of late crew of steamship Bear, 

This Branch would like to point out to all Union 
men that there are plenty of hands of all kinds at 
this port at present. 


LEITH BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting, Jan. 13, Bro. A. 
Robertson presiding over a large attendance of 
members, the minutes and* financial report were 
adopted, and bills were read and passed. Some 
members having been reported for joining the 
Federation, some discussion took place as to what 
should be done with them. It was unanimously 
agreed that any member joining the Federation 
shall he expelled from the Union, and one member 
who had done so was requested to leave the meeting- 
room before any busiaess could be done. Some 
discussion took place re a suggestion to reduce the 
entrance-fee for a short period, and the secretary 
was instructed to write to head office. Some farther 
discussions on various subjects were introduced, 
and the meeting was brought to a close, 

A committee meeting was held-on Jan. 14 to 
consider a proposal which had been mooted at the 
Edinburgh Trades Council the previous night— 
that a demonstration of all trades be held on 
Saturday, to show sympathy with the railway men 
on strike. It was resolWwed that the Branch be 
represented at the demonstration. 

On Saturday, 17th inost.,a great demonstration of 
all trades was held in the Queen’s Park, Edinburgh. 
The members of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s and 
Dock Labourers’ Unions assemb'ed in Dock-place, 
Leith, and processional order was formed, the 
office-bearers leading, Port of Leith flute band, the 
yacht model named after SEAFARING, the Branch 
banner, and varius flags. At the rear of the pro- 
cession was a small lorry, converted into a 
collection-box, on wheels. The procession marched 
by way of Leith-walk, George-street, and Lothian- 
road to Bruntsfield Links, whera it arrived just as 
the great procession started. Mr. J. H. Water- 
stone, who was mounted on a white charger, led off 
the procession, followed by the railway men, who 
had a model of a locomotive. The various trades 
took up their places in the procession, the sailors, 
firemen and dock labourers being immediately 
behind the glass-workers, who had a large number 
of fancy glass articles. The route was by Lothian- 
road, Pr.nces-street, Waverley Bridge, Jeffrey- 
street, and Canongate, to the Queen’s Park. All 
along the route large numbers of people collected, 
traffic being at a standstill, and the procession 
was loudly cheered as it aong. At 
the Queen’s Park there were three platforms, 
round which the processionists collected. Messrs. 
Badenock, Mackenzie and B'ackburn, of the 
Edinburgh Trades Council, presided at the respec- 
tive platforms, and were supported by the various 
trades’ representatives. The following resolu- 
tions were carried unanimously at each of the 
platforms :—“That this great gathering of the 
uoited trades of Edinburgh and district, deeply 
deplore the present unhappy struggle between the 
railway comyanies and servants, entailing, as it doéa, 
great hardship upon all parties, serious loss to the 
trade of the country, and —_ inconvenience and 
tisk to the travelling public, and expresses its 








BU 


SEAFARING. 


January 24, 1891, 





a 








earnest hope that an immediate settlement will be 
arrived at.” ‘Thatthis great demonstration of the 
united trades of Edinburgh and district resolves, 
that the only satisfactory solution of the present 
dispute between the railway companies and their 
servants, consists in the frank recognition of the 
Union, the working hours to be on the basis of a 
ten hours day, except in busy shunting yards and 
signal boxes, accompanied by the re-instatement of 
the men ‘now on strike.” 


GRIMSBY BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting, Jan. 19, Mr. Walter 
Brown in the chair, the minutes, weekly financial 
statement, outside delegate’s report, and correspon- 
dence were adopted, also. the quarterly balance- 
sheet, which showed a balance in hand of 
£103 3s. 9d., after remitting £226 19s. 6d. to the 
head office to general fund account. The secretary 
informed the inembers of the general secretary’s 
victories in the Law Courts against the shipowners’ 
paper who had persistently attacked him, with the 
assistance of the renegades of a London Branch. 
The announcement was received with applause. 
There being no other business of importance, the 
meeting then terminated. 

Shipping here absolutely nil, there being only 
the local boats running. Members away are re- 
quested to remain away if possible, as there is no 
chance of a ship here until the Baltic re-opens, and 
there is above the average of sailors and firemen 
at home unemployed. 


HULL BRANCH, 


At the usual weekly meeting the case of Mr. 
Geo. Lang, cook, s.s. Kaffararia, was discussed, he 
having lost his clothes and effects through a fire on 
board of that vessel. No rule applying to his relief, 
it was agreed that a subscription should be raised 
on his behalf. It was also moved by Mr. Johnson, 
seconded by Mr. Weatherdale, that a resolution be 
forwarded to our next Executive meeting “ that if 
any member, if in benefit, lose his clothes or effects 
through fire on board of any vesselin port or at 
‘sea, he shall for the loss of such, or for such portion 
of them as in value do not exceed £1 10s. be paid 
that sum, if such loss has not arisen through his 
own fault, negligence, or design.” It was moved by 
Mr. W. Robinson, seconded by Mr. W. Johnson, 
that Mr. A. Pollard be sent to Cardiff, his fare to 
be lent him by Hull Branch, and repaid to that 
Branch on his arrival at that port. It was moved 
by Mr. Overton, seconded by Mr. Hopkinson, that 
a committee be elected, and pickets be detailed 
during the time the Shipping Federation import 
blacklegs into the port. The following members 
were elected ta serve on the committee :— Messrs, 
Hopkinson, Myers, Overton (since resigned), 
Wrigley, J. Black, Waterhouse, Wm. Prior, J. Owen. 
The secretary was directed to communicate with 
Mr. Butcher, of the Jocal Society, requesting him 
to furnish one man on tbe said picket committee. 
It was moved by Mr. Overton, seconded by Mr. 
Larwood, “That we, the members of the Hull 
Branch, do take resolute measures with our secre- 
tary in reference to sending a weekly report to 
SEAFARING on the business of the Branch, so that the 
members away who belong to the Branch, can see 
what is being done at home; also that he insert 
the names of the mover and seconder of every 
resolution, with a full and complete report of the 
Branch business, or, in default, we fine him for 
each offence five shillings.” 1t was then moved by 
Mr. Overton, seconded by Mr. Myers, that a joint 
committee of all the trades working within the 
limit of the docks be formed for the purpose of 

‘discussing subjects affecting the said callings. 
The following members were elected to serve on 
the Hull Trades and Labour Counci', viz.: Messrs. 
Overton (since resigned), Jahuke, F, Lewis, Myers, 
Lawday, J. Mace, Black, Hopkinson, Waterhouse, 
Owen, Chafer. Wrigley, A. Carr Hussey, Clarke, 
8. Begg, T. Ward, Steele, J. Carr, C. King, W. 
Lewis, T. Ripton, G. Redfearn, J. Pattingale. A 
vote of thanks was tendered to Mr, 8. Begg for the 
services rendered by him to the Branch, in a dis- 
pute with the Shipping Federation during the 
Christmas holidays. The sum of 20s. was granted 
to John Wake, a distressed member, who is on 

.@ sick bed. Shipping fearfully slack; men are 
warned not to come to Hull as there are hundreds 
of men out of work. 


DUNDEE BRANCH. 

At "the usual weekly meeting, Jan. 12, Mr. J. 
Donald in the chair, there was a good attendance, 
Bros. Donaldson (No. 152), John Walton (No. 1,290), 
and John Risk (No. 1,320), members of this Branch, 
were, after necessary proof, granted shipwreck 
benefit, they having been shipwrecked in the s.s, 
Rose. The Railway strike was then discussed, and 
it was decided £10 be granted, thus showing that 
the sailors and firemen were in sympathy with the 


railway servants in their demand for a 10-hours day. 





At the usual weekly meeting of this Branch, 
Jan. 19, the question was considered of admitting 
a trimmer into the Union, who had not been 
to sea before, and after discussion it was decided 
that he be allowed to join as a trimmer. Some 
discussion took place regarding a fine which 
was passed upon a member of this Branch some 
time ago, for going against the rules of the Union. 
The member being present explained the circum- 
stances, after which it was proposed that the fine 
be rescinded; it was carried that the former 
minute relating to the fine be adhered to, as 
there is'no use in putting fines on members and 
getting them rescinded three or four months after. 

The second annual festival and assembly of this 
Branch was held Jan. 15 in the Thistle Hall. There 
was a large attendance of members and their lady 
friends, upwards of 500 being present, and a larze 
number had to be refused admittance both to the 
festivaland assembly, Councillor Cowan occupied 
the chair, and was accompanied to the platform by 
Mr. J. Donald, the president; Mr. J. Smith, the 
treasurer; Mr. C. W. Millar, the secretary; and 
also Messrs, P. Brannigan and John Wishart, of the 
Trades Council; and Mr. J. N. Tait, seamen’s 
missionary. The chairman, in a few appropriate 
remarks, complimented the members of the Union 
on the large turnout at their second annual festival. 
He also referred in eulogistic terms to the labours 
of Mr. Plimsoll, the seamen’s friend, and expressed 
the hope that their Union would goon and prosper. 
Mr. Wishart followed with an address on the 
benefits derived by seamen from becoming con- 
nected with the National Union, and referred to the 
low wages of seamen, and to the hardships they had 
to endure before the Union was started, He hoped 
they would not rest content, but do their utmost, 
by all the moral suasion in their power, to induce 
all outsiders to become members oftheir Union. By 
that means they would be enabled to gain many 
important benefits. A lengthy programme of 
songs, recitations, and selections on the piano and 
violin was ably sustained by the Misses Stirton, 
Young, and other ladies, and Messrs. T. Sutherland, 
Gillies, Martin, and Millar. At the close Mr. Millar, 
the secretary, proposed a very hearty vote of thanks 
to the committee for their labours, and a like com- 
pliment having been paid to the artistes and 
chairman the hall was cleared. The company 
commenced to “heave away” at the ball pro- 
gramme at 11 o’clock, and dancing was carried on 
with much spirit until an early hour next morning. 
After all the expenses had been paid in connection 
with the festival and assembly there is a sub- 
stantial balance to the good, which is to be handed 
over to the widows’ and orphans’ fund, and Mr. 
Cowan has kindly given £1 to the same fund. 


BLYTH BRANCH. 


Trade at Blyth continues pretty brisk for the time 
of year, but there are a good many men out of 
employment. In fact, the supply is greater than 
the demand, a most unusual thing, excepting at 
this time of year. The Shipping Federation are 
doing their best to get their men sent to Blyth, as 
they have found that to get men at that place is 
an impossibility. Thes.s. Irthington shipped her 
Federation crew at North Shields, also the s.s. 
Presnitz, the captain of the latter vessel offering 
the old crew the berth, if they would accept £4 !0s, 
per month. This kind offer they respectfully 
declined, as they belonged to the Sailors’ and Fire- 
men’s Union, but there were men to be found at 
Shields to accept this offer. They landed at Blyth 
on Tuesday night, one of them being provided with 
a policeman’s whistle, so that in case anyone asked 
him what ship they were going in, they might at 
once have the man arrested who dared to 
ask them such a question. Another crew 
belonging to the s.s, Zadne, of South Shields, 
on being asked by members if they belonged 
to the Union, without an exception, answered in 
the affirmative, not having the courage to say they 
belonged to the Federation, and with the object of 
deceiving a Union man who was going in the ship; 
but on his learning the true state of affairs, he 
walked ashore, leavirg room for a man of their own 
creed. A member belonging to the West Hartle- 
pool Branch, named James Tier, belonging to Ports- 
mouth, who was found drowned, having accidentally 
fallen into the river, was buried on Wednesday with 
Union honours, forty of his shipmates and’a few 
ladies following the corpse to its last resting place, 
the ladies placing two beautiful wreaths on his 
grave, one being encased in a g'ass globe. 

The annual supper of the above Branch was held 
in Brown’s Temperance Hotel, Waterloo, on Wed- 
nesday night, Jan. 14. About 50 sat down. Mr. 
Clements, secretary of the South Shields Branch, 
was voted to the chair. Mr. W. W. Smith, the 
treasurer, proposed the toast, ‘The Seamen’s and 
Firemen’s Union of Great Britain and Ireland and 
other Nations.” Mr, Clements suitably responded, 








Mr. Geo, Dunn proposed the toast of “The general 
secretary, Mr. J. H. Wilson.” Mr. G, Cowie replied, 
Mr. J. W. Carter then proposed the toast to “ The 
officers of the Blyth Branch.” The secretary 
replied. The income had been £523 during the 
past year, and the increase of members 363. Songs 
were sung during the evening by. Messrs. Cowie, 
Hall, Heatley, Miller, Davis, Stannard, Vickers, D 
Short, and G. Dixon. 


GREENOCK BRANCH. 
At the usual business meeting, on the 20th inst., 
in the absence of the president, Mr. Lewis occupied 
the chair, and there was an unusually large 


‘attendance of members. The financial statement 


was, after questions had been asked thereon and 
satisfactorily answered, unanimously adopted. A 
number of complaints were intimated and disposed 
of. A protracted discussion ensued in regard to 
the recent increase in the weekly contributions, 
After an explanation as to the advantages to be 
derived, it was adopted, everyone appearing to 
receive it with favour. The shipping in this port at 
present is in a state of complete stagnation, a con- 
dition of matters much to be regretted in the 
interests of members. It is gratifying, however, 
to be able to state, that although our men are 
suffering in consequence of the strike, they are 
evincing the true spirit of Trades Unionism by 
rendering every assistance in their power to the 
railway servants. The services of John Fisher 
deserves particular notice. Fisher at the com. 
mencement of the struggle volunteered his services 
as a picket, and the admirable manner in which he 
has performed those duties has called forth from the 
strike officials the eulogium that he is the most 
eflicient man engaged in that work, The strikers 
have our entire sympathy, and itis our sincere hope 
that they may succeed in their endeavour to throw 
off the tyranny of the directors, 


PORT GLASGOW BRANCH. 


At the usual fortnightly meeting on Tuesday, 
Jan. 14, a report was given by the delegates to the 
Trades Council, to the effect that a circular had 
been received by the Council from the Edinburgh 
Chamber of Commerce, asking their assistance in 
the formation of a Board of Conciliation. The re- 
presentatives from the Branch refused to give an 
opinion until they had received instructions from 
the members. After discussing the proposition it 
was agreed that the delegates be invested will full 
power to give effect to the suggestion. A report 
was also given by the ‘“ Festival Committee,” which 
was deemed satisfactory, and the committee were 
thanked for their labours. The festival reported 
upon took place on the evening of Jan. 2, and the 
large turn out cf members and their friends was 
most gratifying. The secretary of the Branch, Mr. 
G. W. McNaught, occupied the chair, and supporting 
him were Mr. J. McArthur, PortGlasgow, and Messrs. 
J. D. Boyd and P. Duffy, Glasgow, each of whom, 
during the evening delivered admirable and appro- 
priate addresses. The vocalists engaged for the 
occasion were important factors in the success of 
the meeting, each and all of them rendering their 
part in such a manner as to call forth the appre- 
ciation of the audience. A happy and enjoyable 
evening was brought to a close about 11.30, when 
everyone expressed themselves as having spent 
a pleasant night. 


ABERDEEN BRANCH. 


The ‘usual weekly meeting of this Branch was 
held on Monday, Jan. 19, Bro. R, Fraser, president, 
in the chair, and there was a good attendance of 
members, The minutes of former meeting were 
read and adopted. Correspondence being dis 
of, the secretary read the success of the general 
secretary, J. H. Wilson, against Fairplay, which 
was met with applause. ‘I'wo vessels attempted 
here to be manned by Federation men. On one of 
these they had three employed in the stokehole, 
but these got “ the dirty wipe” early one forenoon, 
and the old hands re-shipped. As was the 
case with the other both sailed with fall 
Union crews. The fact is, and the owners 
must realise it, that outside the Union men 
in this locality are not worth having, and of this 
we are further assured, that officers if let alone 
would choose no other. At the meeting it was re- 
solved that if any member should add his name to 
the roll at the Federation office he would thereby ex- 
pel himself from the Union. But the members here 
seem very determined. The members. express’ 
a strong desire to get the general secretary to visit 
the port, and have a night of rousing up. Shipping 
is very dull, largely owing to the Scottish railway 
strike. It is desired all round that there will bea 
speedy settlement, and that in favour of the men, 
In other respects the Branch is getting along 
smoothly and well, 
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Tue result of the inquiry at the instance of the 
Board of Trade, held in Glasgow on Jan. 16 and 16, 
into the loss of the barque Clynder, was that the 
Court found the vessel was not navigated with 
proper and seamanlike care, the master was in 
défault and ordered his certificate to be suspended 
for six months, and added that the period of sus- 
pension would have been longer, but for the previous 
unimpeachable charater of the master, and agreed 
to grant him a mate’s certificate meanwhile, 


‘Aw inquiry into the sinking of a steamer off the 
Smalls on Nov. 7 last by collision with the steam- 
ship Lough Fisher, of Barrow, was held at Cork on 
Jan. 14.and 15. The Court found that the casualty 
was caused by the unusual movements of the ap- 
proaching steamship, and the parting of the wheel 
chain of the Lough Fisher at the critical moment, 
causing such injuries that in three or four minutes 
she foundered with all hands. The Court did not 
deal with the certificate of the master of the 
Lough Fisher. 


Tue. giant clipper Shenandoah sailed from 
‘I9 Hast River on Jan, 20 for San Francisco, 
and from thence to Liverpool. Though there is 
one ship bigger than this Yankee craft, she carries 
the most.sail of any ship afloat. She is the only 
sailing vessel that carries 11,000 square yards of 
canvas. She measures 3,409 tons, while the his- 
torical Dreadnought only measured 1,200 tons. 
The Shenandoah is 325 feet long, 49 feet wide, 
29 feet deep, and draws 27 feet. She can stow away 
at Jeast 5,000 tons of freight in her immense car- 
case, She has a crew of about 30. 


PETROLEUM AS FuEL.—The recent address of 
Mr, Nelson Boyd to the Civil and Mechanical Engi- 
neers’ Society, has drawn a good deal of attention 
tothe subject of the use of petroleum as fuel for 
ships of war in place of coal. For the present, 
progress is stopped because there are no ships to 
burn the oil, and no depéts at which it can be 
stored. It is now said to be probable that the first 
practical. step will be taken by the Government. 
The consumption of oil can be so regulated that no 
dark vapour need escape so as to show the ship's 
whereabouts. The opprobium of men-of-war of all 
nations is their limited capacity for stowing fuel. 
Now a ton of oil will lie closer in a tank than a ton 
of coal in bunkers. Its theoretical value is about 
three times as great; but let us say twice as great. 
So one ton of oil will do the work of two tons of 
coal, Therefore, if oil were substituted for coals 
our vessels would have at least twice the steaming 
endurance for the same stowage capacity that now 
obtains. The residuum of the oil is cheaper than 
coal, and the cost of altering ships so that they can 
burn petroleum will be very slight, a less number 
of stokers would be required, and the engineer 
would ‘have the feeding of the furnaces entirely 
under his own control. 








TUG BOAT BRANCH. 


Tug Boat Men desirous of protecting 
their interests and improving their con- 
dition should at once join the above, 
while the entrance fee is low. They can 
be enrolled at any of the London Branch 
Offices of the ors’ and Firemen’s 
Union {mentioned on page 8 of SEA- 
FARING), or at “Captain Man o’ 
War,” High Street, Poplar, any evening 
from 8tolO p.m, The weekly meeting 
of the T at Men is held at the 

aptaie o’ War,” High Street, 
Poplar, every Monday evening, and 
ev , Friday evening at “Old Amer- 
starm,” Gravesend. Office hours 9 a.m. 
till 4 p.m., and 7 p.m. till 9 p.m. 


SAFE. ANCHORAGE. 


WHERE TO BOARD. 
-UNION BOARDING-HOUSES. 


Banzy,—Mrs. G. Gawler, 19, High-street. 

» _ Mrs. Mooney, 6, Holm-st., Cadoxton. 
Caxpir¥.—Seamen’s Tnstitute, West Bute-street, 
Giascow. —James Bracken, 182, Broomielaw. 

ULL,—N. A. 8. & F. Union Home, 13, Robin- 
L son-row, Dagger-lane. 
Lenn Mis. Scott, 1, Rnoldson’s Wharf. 

NDON.—N. 4,8. & F. Boarding House, Mrs, 

Hicks, 13, Jeremiah-street, East 
N -  India-road, 
ORTH SuieLps—Union Seamen's Home, 31, 


ti. 
PiyMourH.—Mr. Stephens, 11, Ba 
E : th-street, 
Swansta,—E, Dann, 3 Strand, : 








N. A. S. & F. UNION HOME, 
13, ROBINSON ROW, DAGGER LANE, 


bh UL Eve 
This Home is Conducted on Strict Union Principles, 


G. A. HODGSON, Proprietor, 
Financial Member, Hull Branch. 


SAMUEL BEGG, 
Treasurer Hull Branch N.A.8. &F.U. 


TURK’S HEAD HOTEL, 
MYTONGATE, HULL. 


> 


CONCERT ROOM OPEN EVERY EVENING 
AT SRYEN O'CLOCK. 


WINES; SPIRITS, BEERS, AND CIGARS OF THE 
FINEST QUALITY. 











LONDON. 
N.A.S.&F. BOARDING HOUSE, 


Mrs. HICKS, 
13, JEREMIAH STREET, 


Four Doors from Green’s Home Branch Office. 


UNION BOARDING HOUSE. 


MRS. SCOTT, 


1, RONALDSON’S WHARF, LEITH. 
Good home for members of the N.A.S. & F.U. at 
Union Rates. No Federation men or non-Unionists 
need apply. 
Well known for Cleanliness and Respectability. 


JAMES BRACKEN, 
SEAMEN’S UNION 
BOARDING HOUSE 


182, BROOMIELAW, GLASGOW. 
MRS. M. JONES, 


Having returned to the Tyne, has opened the 


UNION SEAMEN’S HOME, 
81, DUKE ST., NORTH SHIELDS, 


Where Seafaring men will be treated in strict 
accordance with Union principles. 


DAVID BECK, 
GROCER & PROVISION MERCHANT 
NORTH STREET, BO’NESS. 


Members of the Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union 
supplied at lowest Cash Price, 


A TRIAL SOLICITED. 


BRISTOL SEAMEN’S 


CLOTHIER & OUTFITTER, &., 
W. J. PIKE, 
HQTWELL ROAD, BRISTOL, 
Honorary Member Seamen’s Union. 

Apvance and. Hatr-pay Nores cashed very 
lowest terms; purchases at the time entirely 
optional, 

Foreign Monéy Exchanged. 
Runners. 


CAPTAIN E. DANN, 


BOARD AND LOOGINGS BY DAY OR WEEK, 
8, STRAND, SWANSEA. 

















No Commission to 





ALSO 
SEAMEN’S OUTFITTING STORES, 
23, WIND STREET, SWANSEA, 


TOBAGCONISTS COMMENCING. 
Write for Illustrated Guide (229 

pages, 2d.). ‘*‘ How to open respect- 

ably, £29 to 21,000,"— ToBAcconIsTs’ 

OUTFITTING — Regd. Marc 

186, Huston-rd., London. 

0! Fornbbere 


mplete Tobacsonists’ in 
London. Manager, H. Myers, Hetablished 1966. 








COMFORTABLE HOME FOR SEAMEN. 
Mrs. G. GAWLER’S 


19, HIGH STREET, BARRY: 


Seamen Boarded by Day or Week according 
to Union Principles. 








Honorary Member—Recipient of Gold Medal from 
the N..A.S. § F. Union. 


THE ANCHOR HOUSE, 
11, COMMERCIAL ST., LEITH, 
JI.WiILLIS, MANAGER! 


SEAMEN’S UNION CLOTHIER & OUTFIPTER. 


Suits madé to measure on the shortest notice and most 
s este reasonable terms. 

A Speciality is our == 
OILSKINS 


made on the premises, without the manufacturers’ profit. 
Bedding supplied at wonderful prices. 


Norg.—All Members coming to LEITH should not fail to 
visit the ANCHOR HovsE, 11, COMMERCIAL STRERT, a few 
doors from the Union Office. 


McCANN & CO, 


LONDON HOUSE, HOLTON ROAD, BABRY: 
Seafaring men cannot do better than buy their CLOTHING 
at McCann & Co.’s. We buy for Cash from the best_manu- 
facturers, which enables us to give the best value to our 
customers. One price; no abatement, The Largest Stock 
in the neighbourhood. 


McCANN & CO., London House; Holton-rd., Barry- 
Near Victoria Hotel; 4 minutes’ walk from Shipping Office. 


NOTICE TO UNION MEN. 
Union men frequenting BARRY DOCK are 
respectfully requested to Board at 
Mrs. MOONEY’S, 


6, HOLM 8ST, CADOXTON. 
(Near Barry Dock.) 
N.B.—None but Unionists reed apply. Note the address 


JAMES DYMOCK & SON, 


Grocer, Ironmonger & Ship Chandler, 
PIERHEAD, BO’NESS, 
Near Union Office. 

Seamen and Firemen supplied with all kinds of 
Stores, best quality, at Lowest Prices. 


ROBERT FINDLAY;, 
UNION SUPPLY STORES, 


60, GRANGE ST., GRANGEMOUTH, 
Wholesale and Retail 
GROCER AND PROVISION MERCHANT. 
Members of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 
supplied at lowest cash prices, 




















sManufactured-only at.« } 
78 NEW-OXFORD STREET - i> 
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SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION 
THE NATIONAL AMALGAMATED SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION 


OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 


OCTOBER, 1890, 


THE PHOTO GROUP OF DELEGATES 


is NOW READY, and Copies, 12 by 8 inches, mounted, ready for framing, will be sent to any address, post free, for $s. 


Also a fine Half-length 


CABINET PORTRAIT OF MR. PLIMSOLL 


in Nautical Costume. 





Post free for 1s. Oash with order. 


ADAMSON BROS., Photographers, The “Queen’s Studio,” 136, Buchanan-st., Glasgow. 





SEAMEN should visit this Establishment. 
(Close to East India Dock.) 


WATCHMAKERS, JEWELLERS, & COMPLETE 
SEAMEN’S OUTFITTERS, 


NEEDLE AND ANCHOR, 


P. M. LEIBOW & CO.,, 
210 & 212, EAST INDIA DOCK ROAD, LONDON, E 


Captains Supplied at Wholesale Prices, 
OILSKINS AND SEA-BOOTS A SPECIALITY, 


PAWNBROKERS, 
Liberal advances made on all kinds of property. 





ESTABLISHED) 


No. 9, STATION ROAD 


UNION CLOTHING DEPOT. 
CHARLES MILLS, 


(Between Mill Dam 


and Market Ferry), 


(1873s 


SOUTH SHIELDS, 


@@ NOTED FOR RUBBER AND LEATHER SEA BOOTS, COPENHAGEN LEATHER JACKETS, CAPTAINS AND SEAMEN’S 


OILSKINS AND BEDDING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


FOREIGN MONEY EXCHANGED. 





R. WHITE, 


WHOLESALE 


CABINET & BEDDING 


MANUFACTURER, 
70, 72, & 74, RATHBONE STREET, 


CANNING TOWN, LONDON, E., 


98 & 29, GREEN ST., UPTON PARK, E. 
Houses Furnished from 10 to 100 gs. 
SS ALL GOODS WARRANTED .@ 


SPECIALITIES IN 


SEAMENS BEDDING 


PURE WOOL BEDS, 
4/6, 5/6, 6/6, 7/6 each. 


BUSH RUGS & COLOURED BLANKETS 
- Sent free to any part of the Kingdom on receipt of 
P.O. Order. Prices 3/9, 4/9, 5/9, 6/9. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO UNION MEN 


WM. MILLER & CO., 
GLASGOW HOUSE, 

VERE STREET, CALOXTON, BARRY DOCK, 
Keep a large and Complete Stock of 
SEAMEN’S OUTFITTING 

In allits Branches. Advance Notes cashed for 1s. 
the Pound. All Goods marked in Plain Figures. 
N.B.—Special terms for members of Seamen's 
Union. Note the Address— 
WM. MILLER 4 co. 
VERE 8T., LAVOXTON, BARRY DOCK. 
One minute's walk from ‘oun Railway 
Station and Wenvoe Hotel. 








J. LEWIS, 


SEAMEN’S OUTFITTER, 
54, BROOMIELA W, GLASGOW. 


T. H. WILLIAMS, 
Member Amalgamated Sailors’ & Firemen’s Union, 
UNION OUTFITTING STORES, 
4, FABIAN STREETl, ST. THOMAS, 
(Near the East Docix), 

EWA WNSEA. 








All 8eamen going to GRANGEMOUTH should visit 


WALKER & CO,, 


DRAPERS AND OUTFITTERS, 
GRANGE &sT., GRANGEMOUTH, 
Where there is always a large selection of reliable 
goods to choose from. 

Largest cy of Ready-made Suits, Shirts, Flannels, 
Semmits, and all descriptions of Undereluthing required 
by Seamen 
Braces, Qollars, Ties, Bocts, etc., etc. 

Suits Made to Measure in best possib' & style b by experienced 

workmen, from 403, to £3 
Large Assortment of Oilskin Coats, Seems, and South- 
westers of our special guaranteed make 


MARKET HOUSE. 
WALKER & JOHNSTONE, 


GENERAL DRAPERS, 
Clothiers, Hatters, and Outfitters, 


MARKET SQUARE, NORTH ST., BO'NESS. 


Large Stock of Ready-Mades of every description 
always on hand. 
Oilskin Coats, Trousers, Sou’ westers, Sailors’ Beds,c. 4 
Seamen’s Outfits of all kinds. Tailoring in all its 
Branches, at Lowest Cash Prices. 


J. J. ROBINSON. 
MARKET HOTEL, 
MARKET PLACE, 


MIDDLESBROUGH. 


ALLSOPP’S MILD & BITTER ALES & STOUT. 
Choice Wines. Oigars of the Finest Quality. 


Middlesbrough Branch Meetings of the Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union held at this house. 
Meetings of Shipmasters’ and Officers’ Union also 
held here. 


PERCY’S TEMPERANCE HOTEL, 


ANALBY ROAD, HULL, 

Opposite the Excursion Platform, Paragon Station. 
MEALS AT ALL HOURS AT MODERATE 
CHARGES. GOOD BEDS. 

Sp¢cial Accommodation for Officers, Seamen, and 
their Wives. Private or Public Rooms. 
Stewards can safely recommend this House to 
Passengers. 

PROPRIETOR—ALBERT PEROY, 
Hon, Member Hull Branch N.A.N. SFU. 


THE UNION PUBLIC: HOUSE IN GLASGOW 
HEBRIDEAN VAULTS, 

















JAMES WATT STREET. 


NOTICE. 


To Members of the National Amalgamated 


SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S. UNION. 


All Union Men oreivin at or , soning from 
LEITH are ted to 


L. HYMANS 


Pawnbrokers’ Salerooms & Seamen’s Outfitting Stores 
3, TOLBOOTH WYND, LEITH, 


Where he has always on hand a large stock of New and 
Second Hand Clothing, suitable for Seamen, at prices to 
suit everyone. Also large quantities of unredeemed 
pledges, pence of Gold and Silver Watches, 
Sextants, Optical Goods, Marine and Field Glasses, at 
really low. prices. 
ea ARMY & NAVY TROUSERS FROM 1/6 TO 9/6 
SEA BOOTS FROM 8/6 TO 26). 
Norr.—L. H., being an authorised agent for the most 
orominent Boot and Shoe Manufacturers, p 
may depend on getting the best value. 
OILSKINS FROM 6/6 TO 10/6 A 8UIT. 
N.B.—Members of the Seamen’sand Firemen’s Union 
supplied on Special Terms. Advance notes cashed at 
a very small percentage. 


UNION MEN IN LONDON 


SHOULD GO TO 


Cc. KELLY, 


130 & 144a, VICTORIA DOCK RD., 
LONDON, E., 
For Serges, Oilskins, Guernee: s, Officers’ and 
Seamen’s Caps and Hosiery. 
Hats, Ties, Scarves, Collars, &c., of the Newest 
8t 


tyle. 

H. PHILLIPS, 
PAWNBROKER, 
TIDAL BASIN, 
VICTORIA DOCKS: 
SAILORS’ OUTFITTER 


In all its Branches. 


S. J. GOWER, 
PRINTHR, 


Wholesale and Retail 
COMMERCIAL AND FANCY STATIONER, 
NEWSAGENT, BOOKBINDER, &c., 

2, MYTONGATE, HULL 


N.B.—Wholesale and Advertisement Agent for . 
SEAFARING in Hull. 
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